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The next issue will be in 
September. The deadline for 
articles is 20 August.

Dr Anne Horrocks

Living, as we do, in a beautiful area, it is incumbent upon us to 
coexist with all groups who enjoy the outdoors. Whilst not 
wishing to single out one particular group for vilification, 

concern was expressed at a recent Parent Council meeting 
about the ongoing problem of dog fouling within our village. 
The fact remains that whilst very many owners do appreciate the 
need for cleaning up after their animals whilst visiting public areas, t h e r e 

are those who fail to see why they should.
Clearly, dog fouling annoys the majority of 

the public for it’s nuisance value, but  are there really grounds 
for concern regarding disease being passed to humans?

I believe there are. Toxocariasis is caused by the 
roundworm toxacara canis, present in dogs. Humans can 
become infected by ingestion of toxacara eggs, which are 
found in dog faeces. Freshly deposited faeces pose no threat 
as the eggs only become infective after three weeks. If the 
mess is cleared immediately there is no danger.

Following ingestion, the larvae disseminate throughout 
the body causing a wide range of symptoms including 
damage to the eye. The life cycle is never completed in 

humans and never results in worms. In fairness, despite national newspaper headlines, total 
blindness from toxocariasis is very rare. But even one case is one too many.

At risk groups obviously include children, especially toddlers, who crawl on grass in 
parks and playgrounds. Dog fouling has recently been reported within the school grounds 
itself despite repeated requests by the Headteacher, Mrs Logan, to keep dogs out or at least on 
a leash. Surely this is unacceptable.

Simple measures to counter the risks include: 

•	 regular	worming	of	your	pet	(dogs	and	cats)
•	 cleaning	up	after	your	animal	when	visiting	public	places	(bags	for	this	purpose	are	
available	in	the	library)
•	 handwashing	(especially	children	after	playing	with	animals,	playing	outside	and	
before	eating)

I cannot understand why, knowing the facts, people would continue to allow their dogs to 
foul but remember, it is a criminal offence and one which carries a financial penalty, under the 
Dog Fouling (Scotland ) Act 2003.  If you have concerns, Stirling Council have a Dog Warden 
who can be contacted on 0845 277 7000.

No such thing as the dog 
poo fairy

Patsy Fischbacher

Most folk will be aware that Stirling 
Council is currently preparing 
a new Local Development Plan 

that will shape the use and development 
of land in our area for the next 20 years. 
It is clear from views expressed during the 
consultation period that there are widely 
differing opinions within the community as 
to what should, and should not, take place 
in and around our village. 

In June 2009, prior to any consultation, 
the community council submitted a 
wide range of interests that they wished 
Stirling Council to consider in the new 
Local Development Plan (LDP). This list 
included affordable housing provision, 
housing for particular needs, replacement 
of the primary school for expansion of 
sports facilities, small business units, 
allotments and community woodlands. 
The community council also supported 
the interests sent in by the carbon neutral 
group, which included a suitable site (0.53 

– 0.5ha) to be identified for allotments; 
allocation of 50,000 sq ft of managed 
and serviced business space; and 
creation of a sustainable village 
centre with a mix of commercial uses 
including heritage centre, new office 
and workspace. If you have read the 
community action plan, produced 
jointly by the community council and 
community development trust, you 
will recognise some of these items. 
A	 copy	 of	 the	 plan	 was	 delivered	
through	your	door	earlier	this	year,	but	if	
you	have	lost	it	you	can	pick	up	a	copy	at	
the	library.

However,	 these	 aspirations	 appear	
to	 differ	 widely	 from	 those	 of	 the	

287	 people	 who	 filled	 in	 the	 community	
questionnaire	 in	 September	 2009.	 Most	
of	 these	 folk	 were	 happy	 with	 the	 way	
things	 are,	 and	 did	 not	 want	 to	 see	 any	
significant	 change.	 The	 main	 priorities	
identified	as	needing	to	be	addressed	were	
public	 transport,	 recreational	 and	 leisure	

facilities,	 parks	 and	 open	 spaces,	 roads,	
and	health	care.	There	was	little	support	for	
anything	relating	to	the	built	environment,	
and,	 whilst	 70%	 of	 respondents	 were	
positive	about	a	village	square/focus,	 this	
was	only	for	seating	and	a	garden	area.	

A summary of the survey findings was 
published with the June 2010 issue of the 
Blane and these results were acknowledged, 
by the community council (CC) and 
community development trust (CDT), to 
be the most reliable information available. 
However these results were largely set aside 
in favour of ideas subsequently brought 
forward by a group of no more than 40 
people including CC and CDT members; 
and it was these proposals that formed the 
basis of the community action plan.  

In the light of these differences of 
opinions it is vital that we have a thorough 
debate to discuss what is best for our 
community. Any new building, however 
worthy, will of course lead to loss of green 
space, something which we all treasure.

In	the	June	2010	issue	of	the	Blane	we	were	 told	 that	 the	 CC	 would	 discuss	
the	 action	 plan	 issues	 at	 their	 regular	
meetings,	and	that	the	draft	plan	would	be	
made	 available	 for	 comment.	 Neither	 of	
these	 activities	 took	place,	 and	yet	 at	 the	
CC	 meeting	 in	 November	 2010,	 the	 CC	
ratified	 the	 plan.	They	 did	 agree	 that	 the	
plan	“should	be	got	 into	 the	public	 arena	
as	soon	as	possible	through	the	Blane	and	
website	and	feedback	sought.”,	but	this	did	
not	happen.				

The action plan has now been submitted 
to Stirling Council and will be presented 
to other public bodies in July, and Stirling 
Council planners and community workers 
are due to discuss how local community 
plans, such as ours, can feature in the 
Council’s own Local Development Plan 
(LDP), which will be out for consultation 
between October and December this year. 
This makes it all the more important that 
community plans have been the subject of 
proper consultation, and truly reflect the 
view of the community concerned. 

Given the controversial nature of our 
community action plan, the potential for 
the plan to influence decisions within the 
Council and other public bodies, and the 
timescale of events as shown above, the 
plan needs to be withdrawn quickly, and 
time given for a full and thorough public 
debate to discuss what is best for the 
community as a whole.

To be or not to be
Do we want our village to change and if so how?

The photograph on the front 
cover is of Loch Ardinning and 
was taken by Bob Sharp.
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Sheila MacFarlane

Ever wondered where your water supply comes from? 
Recently, when the village water supply was interrupted  
after higher than expected aluminium levels were detected 

in the supplies, I received conflicting information as to whether 
our house was affected or not. 

We were told that all properties supplied by the Burncrooks 
Water Treatment Works were affected, but no-one seemed to 
know which treatment works actually supplied our water. 

I contacted Scottish Water and eventually received the 
following message: 

“The area of Strathblane post code G63 9EE  is supplied from 
Balmore Treatment works. Which areas receive which water, 
will depend on a number of factors such as pressure/geography/ 
structure of the pipe network etc.  

 Should you require any further information or assistance in the 
interim, please do not hesitate to email us or contact our Customer 
Service Centre on 0845 601 8855 or email: customerservices@
scottishwater.co.uk.”

So it looks like there is more than one supply of water coming 
into the village - Do you know where your water comes from?

Christine Baume

Thank you for attending the Community 
Council meeting and providing us 
with your insight into the issues 

around the zebra crossing on the Glasgow 
Road.  Over 120 people packed out the 
school hall representing all sections of our 
community.  The meeting included two 
personal accounts of near misses, along 
with some strong evidence supporting push 
button lights.  

PC McNally and Councillor Lambie  
also endorsed push button lights stating 
many drivers simply do not notice the zebra 
crossing. Letters written by some of the 
school children highlighting the dangers 
with the crossing were read out and a short 
video played relaying some of the fears 
and near misses our school children have 
experienced. The meeting unanimously 
rejected the proposal to upgrade the zebra crossing and install a 
roundabout at the Kirkhouse Road junction, and all but 4 members 
of the public voted for push button traffic lights.  In addition over 
500 people have signed the petition asking for lights.  

There is a depth of feeling and a breadth of concern, about the 
issue around the junction at Kirkhouse Road that has mobilised the 
community from the young to the old. We very much appreciated 
Stirling Council’s open approach and their willingness to listen to 
all our views. The meeting was ultimately very constructive and 
proved to be a most important step in the process. 

 Stirling Council Roads Manager Brian Roberts met with 
the community roads action group and community council 

Back to the drawing board

Stuart Geddes, Stirling Council

The mini roundabout and associated islands are 
integral parts of the proposal. They are necessary 
to make the crossing as safe as possible and reduce 

vehicle speeds on Glasgow Road.
	
	� The	existing	Zebra	crossing	will	be	removed.
	� A	new	Puffin	crossing	will	be	installed	on	Glasgow	
Road	 mid-way	 between	 Kirkhouse	 Road	 and	
Kirkburn	 Road	 (The	 stop	 line	 is	 22	 metres	 from	
Kirkhouse	Road	junction,	the	crossing	point	a	further	
2	metres).

	� A	 new	 mini-roundabout	 with	 traffic	 islands	 to	 be	
constructed	 at	 Kirkhouse	 Road	 junction	 to	 reduce	
speeds	on	approach	to	the	proposed	Puffin	crossing.	
The	mini-roundabout	will	 be	 domed	 to	 a	 height	 of	
75mm.	 This	 is	 lower	 than	 the	 maximum	 100mm	
allowed	 and	 results	 in	 a	 relatively	 gentle	 1	 in	 27	
slope.	Domed	mini	roundabouts	work	far	better	than	
flat	ones	as	they	are	more	visible	and	smaller	vehicles	
(cars,	motorcycles,	etc)	are	less	likely	to	overrun.

	� A	pedestrian	crossing	island	is	to	be	constructed	to	
the	northwest	of	the	proposed	mini	roundabout.	This	
serves	3	purposes;	to	provide	an	additional	pedestrian	
link,	 to	 ensure	 adequate	 deflection	 through	 the	
junction	and	to	narrow	the	carriageway.

	� New	and	widened	verges	to	be	provided	to	narrow	the	
carriageway	on	approaches	to	the	mini	roundabout.

	� New	footway	link	provided	from	Kirkhouse	Road	to	
the	proposed	pedestrian	crossing	island.

	� Footway	 on	 north	 side	 of	 Glasgow	 Road	 to	 be	
widened	 from	 Kirkhouse	 Road	 to	 the	 proposed	
Puffin	crossing.

	� Carriageway	 to	 be	 resurfaced	 through	 extents	 of	
proposed	 improvement	 scheme.	 This	 will	 provide	
a	 sound	 surface	 to	 apply	 the	 Puffin	 crossing	 and	
mini	 roundabout,	 improve	 skid	 resistance	 and	 help	
minimise	vibration.

	� High	 friction	 surfacing	 will	 be	 provided	 on	
approaches	 to	 the	 crossing	 to	 further	 improve	 skid	
resistance.

representatives on 31 May to present a revised plan. This	is	for	an	
improved	mini-roundabout	scheme,	and	the	installation	of	a	puffin	
crossing,	sited	mid-way	between	Kirkhouse	Rd	and	Kirkburn	Rd		
junctions.	Plans	were	displayed	by	the	CC	at	the  Summer Fair, 
and over sixty people viewed them. The vast majority approved.

The plans were formally presented by Brian Roberts at the 
CC meeting on 6 June and, after discussion, it was agreed that the 
Council would go ahead with the scheme. The work should start 
shortly and the puffin crossing at least will be installed for the 
start of the autumn term.

The plans are currently displayed on the community website 
and in the library.  

Where does our water come 
from?
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Patsy Fischbacher

Now that the summer fair is over 
members of Greenheart will 
be getting down to progressing 

phase three of the play park. It has been 
great to see the park so busy over the 
good weather and it is clear from the 
numbers of children using the park that 
we need some more equipment. There 
was not a very positive response to the 
suggestion of a climbing wall and it is 
very expensive. Other ideas brought 
forward at last year’s summer fair included a climbing tower, rope 
pyramid, super rope swing and a basket swing. However, some 

Creative play is something to be encouraged, and it’s good to 
see the young people making their own fun. However it’s 
not easy to find the right place to make bike ramps where it 

doesn’t cause a conflict with other recreational pursuits or damage 
the environment. 

The woodland below the play park was thinned out last year 
to improve security in the play park for both the children and the 
play equipment, and at the same time this opened up the area as 
a whole, giving more light to the woodland floor, encouraging 
the growth of wild flowers. It also allows access for children to 
explore and play. Whilst it may look like an ideal place to create 
a bike ramp, it obstructs the paths for other users, will damage 
the woodland flora and also increase the spread of Japanese 

Playpark plans of these are expensive 
and, as funds are not 
easy to come by, we 
will also be looking at 
cheaper options. We 
also want to include 
something suitable for 
teenagers.   

There are two large areas that 
could take equipment: one is beyond 
the swings and the other is directly	
below this on the low grass area beside 
the path (see photograph). 

We will be consulting with young 
people and parents, and of course 
Stirling Council Play Services who 

must approve our choice of equipment. For further information, 
or any suggestions, contact Linda Barclay 771429, or me 770716.  

Ramp space wanted

Knotweed. It is an offence “to cause Knotweed to grow in the 
wild” according to the SC ranger, Douglas Flynn. 

The other area, between the library path and the play park 
where the young folk have been improving their ramp, is also not 
ideal in the long run, as it is difficult to avoid stones getting on to 
the path, and, of course, the mud runs off down the path during 
heavy rain. It is also a busy area in the good weather. 

The young folk would love to find somewhere where they can 
create their own ramps without causing any problems for anyone 
else. 

Does anyone have any ideas as to a suitable place or even have 
a piece of land themselves that they could offer for this purpose? 
If so please get in touch with Anne Scott on 771065.

Archie Roy

Like many others, I was first attracted 
to Strathblane and Blanefield by 
the peace, tranquillity and beauty 

of the villages and the scenic value of 
the surrounding area. As residents we 
are tremendously fortunate. It is a great 
place to bring up kids, with easy access to 
good schools, shopping and employment 
opportunities. The rural setting and small 
population helps support an excellent 
community spirit – something which is no 
longer evident in many parts of our country. 

I believe that this view is shared widely 
within the community. Indeed some 10 
years ago Stirling Council decided that our 
local area should be protected and not be 
subject to major development. Reform was 
neither required nor justified. 

However, we are now sadly faced with 
a raft of ill-conceived ideas being put 
forward by the Community Action Plan. 
These plans are more appropriate to the 
creation of an urban settlement rather than 
a rural community. Plans that I believe risk 
changing the character of the village I have 
lived in for over 25 years.   

What has caused this sudden rush 

Planning – a different perspective
for change? Certainly no ground swell 
of opinion from residents – though I do 
apologise if I missed the mass protests  
demanding major building projects 
including retail outlets, industrial units and 
new housing planned for our green spaces. 

Instead it is a reaction to a planning 
initiative which has been largely driven by 
the Community Development Trust (CDT)
and its associated bodies. 

I have watched with interest how 
proposals developed - by a very small 
number of enthusiasts - have made their 
way into final plans for the villages and 
have subsequently been portrayed as the 
‘collective wisdom’ regarding the way 
forward for our community. 

The joint letter to residents from the 
Community Council and the CDT which 
was circulated along with the plan earlier 
this year attempted to reassure residents. 
The letter was contradictory and I would 
urge all residents to take a few minutes to 
consider the detail of the plans put forward 
and the implications for our villages. 
The proposals are not ‘modest’ changes, 
but  large scale projects which open up 
the opportunity for further significant 
developments in the future. 

It is such a shame that the current 
Community Action Plan is so out of step 
with the needs of the community. It is an 
opportunity missed. 

We should be working to improve 
the quality of life for all in our village, 
building on the foundations and character 
of our community that attracted us here in 
the first place. Not simply implementing a 
range of random initiatives  – however well 
intentioned – which will change our village 
beyond all recognition and risk lasting 
damage. 

One only need consider the allotments 
fiasco and the inadequate proposals to 
improve the crossing near Kirkhouse Road 
as plans which were ill-conceived – and 
perhaps most worryingly were entirely out 
of touch with the views of residents. 

So let’s go back to the drawing board and 
collectively build a plan that engages fully 
with the local community, offers solutions 
and proposals which are consistent with the 
character of our villages and can – at the end of 
the day – receive the full backing of residents. 
Only then can we move forward with a plan 
that ensures the villages we all cherish will 
have an opportunity to flourish for the benefit 
of all residents for years to come. 

Super	rope	swing
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Visit the Community Website @
www.strathblanefield.org.uk

Margaret Vass, Chair

The Community Council is your 
representative voice – a group of 
elected volunteers which acts to 

monitor current and upcoming issues and 
proposals, and to channel community views 
and to lobby in support of developments 
designed to enhance our village.  As a statutory body we deal with 
Stirling Council, Scottish Water, Scottish 
Power, Forth Valley Health Board, Central 
Scotland Police, Fire and Rescue and 
Stirling Community Planning Partnership. 

To find out more about what we do 
and how we can help individuals and 
organisations come along to our meetings, 
phone your community councillor or 
email us at cc@strathblanefield.org.
uk. More details on the village website 
at: www.strathblanefield.org.uk/
communitycouncil/cchome.html

Significant current issues are:
 » Traffic calming and the zebra 

crossing
 » Communication in the village – 

improving access to information 
for everyone and encouraging 
the development and use of our 
community website.

 » Dog fouling
 » Village tub planting

Coming soon:
 » Proposals to involve the community in 

developing affordable housing.
 » Stirling Council’s Local Development Plan 

which will set out the use of land in our village.
 » Discussion with all groups in the village 

to promote what we all do and encourage 
volunteering. 

We believe that most can be achieved when we act 
together as a community and we aim to work even 
harder in the coming months. We look forward to 
hearing from you.

Community Council 
working for our Community

Willie Oswald

On the 22 June 1911 the opening ceremony of The Club took 
place. This coincided  with the coronation of George V.  
To mark our centenary Provost Fergus Wood will host a 

Civic Reception in The Club on 22 June 2011. The Committee 
of Management have extended invitations to all who have had 
a direct connection with the Club, and representatives of a wide 
range of village organisations, and members of the Yarrow family. 

The Management Committee is keen to contact all those 
who have lived at the Club as a caretaker or as member of the 
caretaker’s family, and former members of the Committee of 
Management. There are limited records available to us to ensure 
that all those who should receive an invitation actually do so. If 
you are a former member of the committee or have lived in the 
Club and have NOT received an invitation please contact me on 
01360 770497.

The Committee of Management wants to ensure that 
the Village Club continues to play its part as a focus for our 
community and to be available for future generations, fit for the 
next hundred years. The Club is an asset to the whole community 
and available for us all.  It can only operate with the support of its 
volunteer committee and the residents of the village. Members of 
the Committee of Management are Christine McGillvray, David 
Anderson, Lorraine Elliott, Margaret Smith, Elspeth Posnett 
(Treasurer and bookings) and Willie Oswald (Chair): (Tel: 770497 
&   willie@oswaldm.fsnet.co.uk) 

The Committee of Management would welcome the new 
and fresh ideas of the younger people in our community. 

Alastair Smith

In the process of compiling the Community Action 
Plan members of the community were asked to fill in a 
survey, take part in focus groups and stick stickers onto 

boards at last year’s Summer Fair. The CDT and SCC would 
claim that this action plan is the result of these consultations.  
We would argue that some of the proposals in the action plan are 

not supported by these polls.  Indeed 
some of the actions are contrary to 
the findings of the questionnaire, and 
the sticker boards, and represent a 
reversal of the previously understood 
planning assumption that no major 
development was planned or was 
necessary in our community.

However, it was always stated 
that before the final plan was 
presented to others, as the wishes 

of the community, the 
community would be 
consulted and given an 
opportunity to alter the 
plan if that was its 
wish.  

This has not 
happened, and, 
from what we believe, 
there is no plan to hold 
such a consultation.  

The Chair of the Community 
Council presented the plan 
to a recent forum of local 
community councils, and 
though she pointed out that 
there would be consultation 
before any of the proposals 
were acted on, the impression 
given by the minutes of that 
meeting was that those present 

looked upon the plan as the approved wishes of the community.  
A recent meeting with an official from LEADER, confirms 

the view that the action plan is the wishes of the community. 
This official was surprised that there had been no consultation 
with the community on the final document. She was also very 
surprised that she had seen the final document before it had been 
circulated to the community. The	Community	needs	to	be	aware	
that	 the	Action	 Plan	 had	 been	 part	 of	 the	 evidence	 presented	 to	
LEADER	in	the	allotments	application.	

In	 addition,	 the	 manager	 of	 Stirling	 Community	 Planning	Partnership	was	also	concerned	that	the	action	plan	had	not	been	
circulated	as	 a	draft	 and	 the	community	given	 the	opportunity	
to	 comment	 on	 it.	 She	 also	 acknowledged	 that	 the	 action	 plan	
could	be	interpreted	as	sending	out	a	message	that	the	community	
was	‘open	for	business’	which	 is	contrary	 to	 the	 	 results	of	 the	
community	survey	in	which	opinion	was	clearly	in	favour	of	no	
significant	change	and	the	community	was	broadly	content	with	
the	way	things	are	at	present.		

It is therefore my opinion that this plan should not be 
presented to Stirling as the wishes of the community until the 
compilers can honestly say that, having properly consulted on the 
content of the final document, these are the community’s wishes. 
Not to have such a debate and present the document as the views 
of the community is completely unacceptable and undemocratic.

The Village Club centenary

Some	CC	members	have	met	
with	representatives	of	Rural	
Stirling	Housing	Association	
and	 have	 identified	 Park	
Place,	 the	 land	 around	
the	 public	 toilets,	 and	 the	
wooded	area	below	the	hair	
pin	bend,	as	sites	that	might	
be	 investigated	 further	 for	
affordable	housing.

We need a community-
wide debate
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Doug Ashworth 
Ashworth Computing Services, Killearn

Several people have contacted me recently having been affected by System Tool. This 
piece of malicious software (malware) reports that it has found many unsuspected 
infections by viruses and trojans on your computer, but can be ‘fixed‘ by buying the 

program. The bad news is that you HAVE been attacked. The good news is that probably 
the only issue is this program itself and that the cure involves only 
a couple of changes to the system and registry, though the snag is 
finding them. I have heard of people being told that the system has 
to be restored to its “as-new” state with the consequential loss of 
programs and files such as photos and other documents, and paying 
several times more than is needed. This is NOT necessary, however 
it does need some specialist knowledge and care to solve the problem 
but should take only about an hour’s work.

The most likely cause has been that a legitimate advert was 
hacked and the System Tool offered to unsuspecting readers of the 
advert. As we install more and more software on our systems these 
days, updates can become an almost daily task and it’s all too easy 
for a rogue to slip by. Unfortunately this type of infection, though 
totally undesirable, is a legitimate program, in format at least, as far 
as the system is concerned, which is why it is not alerted.

Increasingly, it is problems like this, and spy ware in general, that 
is more likely to cause annoyance and slow the system rather than 
destroying a system completely like some viruses. An anti-virus 
program alone therefore is not enough these days - your protection 
should address malware as a whole. Finally, always show a degree 
of caution, and ensure, when asked to make changes to your system, 
that you consciously initiated the change.

PC David McNally

A subject which I seem to bring up 
in May every year surrounds the 
sudden increase in activity in the 

area surrounding Mugdock Country Park. 
Given the good spell of weather over 
Easter, this year is no different, with several 
issues already becoming apparent.

Whilst the country park itself is well 
patrolled by rangers, many people are 
unaware that the park itself comprises 
only one part of the greater Mugdock 
and Craigallian areas. Many people are 
also under the mistaken impression that 
Craigend Farm, opposite the Craigend 
Visitor Centre, forms part of the Country 
Park, when it is in fact a working farm. 
Each of these areas has their own distinct 
problems. 

Given the large number of visitors to 
the area over the past month, there has been 
an increase in vehicle crime in the various 
car parks around Mugdock. A message 
which cannot be repeated enough is that 
you should never leave any valuable items 
within an unattended car. Already this 
year there have been several incidences of 
handbags and  other valuable items being 
stolen from vehicles. Simply placing items 
in the boot of your car is not sufficient 
either. Two vehicles have been broken into 
this year where owners have been seen 
hiding valuables within the boot.

Another perennial issue in the area 
of Mugdock involves poaching trout 
from the private fisheries at Craigallian 
and Carbeth Lochs. Whilst this is often 
seen as a victimless crime, members of 
Craigallian have reported losing as much 
as 33% of their stock in previous years to 
poachers.  It is the case however that you 
can help in detecting this type of crime. 
Given members fish these lochs by boat, 
anyone fishing from the bank at Carbeth 
or Craigallian Lochs is stealing fish. If 
you do see this please contact the police 
immediately. 

By far the biggest issue in the 
Mugdock area at the moment surrounds 
anti social behaviour on Craigend Farm 
at Dumbrock Loch and moor. As you will 
be aware, this is an area of outstanding 
beauty. Unfortunately many visitors to 
the area behave in a manner which is very 
damaging to this environment and present 
hazards to the livestock which graze the 
land. Litter including tents and sleeping 

bags are simply left on the 
land and trees are cut down 
to make fires. Recently, 200 
youths descended on the farm 
for a final party before they 
left school. Fortunately police 
were notified of this gathering 
promptly and dealt with the 
issue before it got out of hand.

Similarly, as a result of 
another prompt call 35 people 
were removed from land at 
Craigend Farm in mid May 
after they were found with 
marquee tents, generators and 
amplifiers. This kind of activity 
is simply not suited to this environment.

With your help and other initiatives 
which are ongoing I hope we will start to 
see an improvement at Craigend Farm in 
the near future. I would however appeal 
to you as residents of this area. If you see 
any behaviour or activity which is criminal 
or damaging to the area or environment, 
contact Central Scotland Police 
immediately on 01786 456000. 
Even if it seems trivial, it is 
better to stop something which 
can have a negative impact to 
prevent it becoming worse.

New crime trend

There has been the sudden 
emergence of a crime 

trend in this area whereby isolated and 
rural properties are being targeted by house 
breakers. The modus	 operandi is to target 
stables and outbuildings of larger houses with 
the intention of stealing garden and power 
tools. The information we currently have is 
that these crimes are occurring overnight.

Within a few days in May, there were five 
separate break-ins or attempted break-ins at 
properties in the Ballewan area, Campsie 
Dene Road and Mugdock area.

Police are advising everyone with lock ups 
or outhouses to make sure they are properly 

View from the Police Office

The	 area	 around	 Dumbrock	 (Ebbie’s)	 Loch	 is	 being	
spoilt	 by	 youths	 leaving	 rubbish	 after	 camping	
and	 throwing	 bottles	 into	 the	 water,	 often	 broken,	
endangering	swimmers.	The	Unpaid	Work	Team	from	
Stirling	Criminal	Justice	Service	were	more	than	happy	
to	undertake	 the	 task	of	a	 litter	clearance	at	 the	well	
known	 beauty	 spot	 at	 the	 request	 of	 the	 Strathblane	
CC,	S.C	Ranger	Service	and	the	landowner.

Beware! Computer- related scam

PILATES CLASSES
Pilates delivers the keys to a 
balanced body by changing the way 
you move, sit, stand and breathe.  Based on slow, controlled 
movement, Pilates effectively targets many familiar aches 
and pains caused by poor body use (as in “misuse, disuse, 
abuse”!).
 Classes are held on Thursday mornings and evenings 
in the Village Club.  For details of availability and term dates, 
call Jane Meek on: 

01360 771742 / 07759 182236 or e-mail:  
janemfr@tiscali.co.uk. Private tuition is also 

available.
A certified Back4Good® Practitioner and 

registered BackCare Professional.

Body Control Pilates, the Body Control Pilates logo/kitemark and 

Back4Good are registered trademarks used under licence

secured at all times and that secondary 
measures are taken by further securing 
power tools contained within lock ups (i.e use 
bicycle chains to secure tools together).

If anyone is disturbed or sees anything 
suspicious, please contact Central Scotland 
Police immediately by telephoning 01786 
456000. 

Further information on this emerging 
trend can be found by visiting the Central 
Scotland Police website and clicking on ‘my 
area’. Follow the link through ‘Dunblane Sub 
Area Command’ to ‘Blanefield’. 
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The kirk

Blair Armstrong

A new chapter in the life of Strathblane 
Parish Church began when, on 
Sunday 1st May, the congregation 

approved a call to the Rev Richard Begg to 
be their new minister.

The positive voting for Richard 
was overwhelming and affirmed the 
recommendation made by the Nominating 
Committee that Richard be called to 
preach as sole nominee. This took place on 
the 1st May.

Richard’s early background is in 
the world of commerce having trained 
in accountancy and working with 
international companies such as Scott 
– Moncrieff and HBOS. It was however 

Parish Church 
welcomes new 
minister

Rev Richard Begg will be 
inducted into the charge at 

Strathblane Parish Church on 
THURSDAY 30 JUNE 2011.

his sense of adventure and love of the 
outdoors that drew him towards working, 
in a voluntary capacity, with the Compass 
Christian Centre at Glenshee culminating 
in his being offered a gap year staff 
appointment.

It was during his time at Glenshee 
that he sensed a call to the ministry and 
after a time of prayerful reflection started 
the enquiry process in 2002. He was 
accepted as a candidate for the ministry 
in June 2003 and finally graduated from 
New College in 2007 having completed 
several placements, with his final probation 
placement at Edinburgh Granton.

On 8 November 2008 Richard was 
ordained to the Parish of North West 
Lochaber and while there was involved in 
the busy work of a parish. He introduced a 
number of positive initiatives to encourage 
and develop greater opportunities for 
worship and also looking at ways of 
making the Christian message relevant to 
youngsters in the area.

Richard is married to Karen, whom 
he met while working at Glenshee. They 
have two children Simon who is six and 
Charlotte who is three.

There is great delight within the 
Strathblane Kirk at the news about their 
new minister. They look forward to 
working with both Richard and Karen (and 
family) in the days that lie ahead. 

William Fitch 
 

Dr John Barker, formerly senior 
consultant in neuroanaesthesia at the 
Institute of Neurological Sciences, 

Southern General Hospital, Glasgow died 
peacefully, at home, on 4th February, 2011.  
He was 86.

 Dr Barker was born in Denniston, 
Glasgow, and educated at Whitehill 
Senior Secondary School. Admitted to the 
University of Glasgow he interrupted his 
studies to serve in the Royal Navy (as a 
radar technician) during the latter part of 
the Second World War. On his return to 
Glasgow he completed his undergraduate 
course and graduated in medicine in 
1950. Following resident appointments he 
entered general practice, first, iwwn Old 
Kilpatrick and, later, in London. Attracted 
to the emerging specialty of anaesthesia 
he returned to Scotland, and trained in 
anaesthesia at Glasgow Royal Infirmary 
- obtaining, as required, his Fellowship 
of the Faculty of Anaesthetists of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of England 
(now the Royal College of Anaesthetists). 
Appointed, initially, to a consultant post in 
Paisley he became, later, the first full-time 
consultant in neuroanaesthesia (the field of 
anaesthesia dealing primarily with patients 
undergoig brain or spinal cord surgery) in 
the West of Scotland, and one of the first in 
the United Kingdom when he moved to the 
neuroanaesthetic department at KIllearn 
Hospital. Subsequently, Dr Barker and 
his colleagues moved to the newly-built 
Institute of Neurological Sciences at the 
Southern Hospital - where he would remain 

until retirement in 1989.
 Throughout his career Dr Barker made 

many significant contributions to his chosen 
sub-specialty.  Clinically, he embraced the 
introduction of specific monitoring during 
neurosurgical procedures so that such 
techniques were employed as a routine in 
that environment, later becoming popular 
in others.  He welcomed enthusiastically the 
introduction of the discipline of intensive 
therapy and became involved in the 
management of patients (including many 
with head injury) requiring intensive pre- 
and/or postoperative care.  Towards the end 
of his time at the Institute he popularised the 
technique of total intravenous anaesthesia 
assessing carefully its possible usefulness 
in this group of patients.  Academically, he 
was instrumental in promoting the status 
of neuroanaaesthesia through his research 
(in collaboration with Professors Jennett, 
McDowall and Fitch) into the effects of 
anaesthesia, and anaesthetic drugs, on 
cerebral (brain) blood flow and intracranial 
pressure (the pressure inside the skull), 
and through his numerous presentations 
to learned societies.  He travelled widely 
in Europe, Asia and North America, and 
spent a year as Visiting Associate Professor 
at the University of Western Ontario, 
London, Canada.

 For a period in the 1970s he was 
secretary of the Neuroanaesthetists 
Travelling Club (now the Neuroanaesthesia 
Society of Great Britain and Ireland). He 
was also secretary, and later president, of 
the Glasgow and West of Scotland Society 
of Anaesthetists. 

Following ‘retirement’ Dr Barker spent 

15 months as consultant anaesthetist at Ibn 
al Bitar Hospital in Baghdad during which 
time he was able to pursue his interest in 
Old Testament history and archaeology - 
visiting Babylon, Nimrud, Nineveh and Ur.  
When Kuwait was invaded by Iraq he was 
detained (in Iraq) for three months before 
becoming the first non-Muslim British 
subject to be released just prior to the first 
Gulf War.  On his return to Scotland he 
was able to enjoy his many other interests: 
gardening, munro-bagging, skiing, cycling.  
He was a member of Strathendrick and 
District Cycling Club and took part in two 
sponsored cycle rides in aid of the Nazareth 
Hospital (from Dan to Beer-Sheba in 1992. 
and from Galilee over Jordan to the Red 
Sea in 1996).

 Dr Barker came from a musical 
family. He sang with the Bearsden, and 
Strathblane Church, choirs for more than 
30 years until he moved to Stirling when he 
joined Stirling City Choir. He is survived 
by his wife, Sheila, their four children (all 
brought up in Blanefield) and their six 
grandchildren.

 
This	obituary	is	a	modification	of	that	published	
previously	(10th	March,	2011)	in	The Herald.

DR  JOHN  BARKER

Lynne James

The Kirkrooms will be full of 
Superheroes in the last week of the 
Summer Holidays when this year’s 

Holiday Club will be taking place!
We are looking forward to donning our 

Superhero outfits and enjoying; exciting 
games, clever crafts, bible stories about 
young heroes and really loud singing with 
LOADS of fun guaranteed for all! As 
usual, we will end the week with a family 
celebration on the Friday night

Registration forms will be available in 
the library in the Summer Holidays, but, as 
numbers will be limited, do sign up as soon 
as you can by leaving names and phone 
numbers in the library.

CHURCH HOLIDAY 
CLUB
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Ruth Reynolds and Hazel Campbell

November 2010
In November the Brownies went to see 

‘Annie’ performed by the Fintry Players for 
their Xmas Panto treat. It was fantastic and 
the Brownies really enjoyed themselves.  
Other members of the audience were very 
complimentary of the Brownies wonderful 
behaviour throughout the performance.

January 2011
The girls started work on their healthy 

heart badge. Anne Scott came in and spoke 
about food allergies. A big thank you too 
Anne.  Also Yvonne Brogan spent an 
evening with the girls teaching them about 
protein, carbohydrates and fat.  All the 
girls who took part received their badges.  
Thank you to Yvonne for all your help and 
advice you gave to the girls.

March 2011
We had a lot of new brownies start this 

year. They have all completed their promise 
and are now fully fledged Brownies, Well 
done Abby Fabel, Katie Fabel, Abbey 
Orr, Emily Corrigan, Catie Kelly, Rowan 
Clarke, Sami Taylor, Abigail Kennedy and 

Lauren Smith.
The girls made lovely 

helping hand plants for their 
mummies for mother’s day 
and also spent an evening 
making cards for their mums 
too.

May
We had a lovely walk from 

Mugdock Country Park back 
down through the woods to 
the local play park. It was a 
lovely evening and a great 
time was had by all. As the 
better weather is coming in 
you may see us on a Tuesday 
evening playing rounders in the park.

The village clean up was a huge success 
despite the dreadful weather!! A bit wet 
and muddy but all had great fun. Our last 
Brownie evening will be Tuesday 14th June 
and we will be holding a BBQ at Mugdock 
Country Park for the girls. Thanks to 
everyone who has helped out during our 
first year with Brownies and we look 
forward to seeing you all again in August 
for the start of another fun filled Brownie 
year (resume date will be confirmed by 
email). 

If you would like to put your daughter 
on our waiting list then please contact: Ruth 
0141 956 6909 or Hazel 771447. The starting 
age is 7 for Brownies but you can put their 
name down earlier for the waiting list. 

Avril Sandilands

It’s been a while since we’ve reported on what the Beavers have 
been up to, but they are still going strong (currently 22 Beavers) 
and can be heard (sometimes very loudly!) “beavering” away 

on Monday nights between 6.30pm and 7.30pm in the Scout Hall.
This session we have been working, as a colony, towards 

various badges including Creative, Outdoor, First Aid and Healthy 
Eating. Other badges which have been individually attained are 
Hobbies, Pet and Air Activities.  

When this edition of the Blane goes out we will hopefully have 
taken part in the Village Clean-up. Whilst this event helps to keep 
our village nice and clean it is also an opportunity to helps us 
raise sponsored cash for our colony (which we can use to fund our 
beaver trips, craft materials and anything else that we need).  So a 
big thank you to everyone who kindly sponsors us, it is very much 
appreciated.

As you can imagine there are a lot of very different individual 
characters in the Beavers and this has been clearly evident this 
year on the “craft, pancake making and healthy eating nights”.  Just let me say, given the 
choice some choose lots of fruit while others choose sweets and skooshy cream!!   

Before we stop for the Summer we are hoping to have a visit to Mugdock Park for 
some pond dipping and/or a beastie hunt, 
there is a planned visit to Auchengillan for 
orienteering and grass sledging, and last but 
not least, a visit to Barrwood Scout camp 
where the scouts will make our lunch and 
dinner over an open fire in their camp!  Let’s 
hope the weather in June is drier than May 
(although the rain has never stopped us yet)!

The Beavers are 25 years old this year so 
at some point in 2011 there will be a birthday 
celebration – details still to be confirmed.  It 
is hoped that in late August/early September 
the Beavers will have their first “Beaver 
Sleepover” – this is of course dependant 
on the relevant beaver leaders obtaining 
their “nights away warrants” from the Scout 
Association (fingers crossed!).

Eleanor Forrest

The Guides have worked really hard 
this term to complete the ‘Culture’ 
badge. As part of this badge Murray 

O’Donnell visited us to answer questions 
about the culture of our local area over the 
years. 

We held an international night where 
each patrol dressed up, decorated part of 
the hall, shared facts and prepared food 
from their chosen culture. During March 
we finally managed to have our Christmas 
tubing party at Bearsden Ski Club which 
had been cancelled several times due to bad 
weather and some of our new Guides made 

their Promise at the top of the ski slope. 
During April Connie Lynch and Anna 
McCallum organised a fabulous Easter 
party for everybody involving an egg hunt, 
a quiz and games. We all had great fun and 
they achieved their ‘Party Planner’ badge. 

The Guides are now busy getting ready 
for the summer camp at Rowardennan 
in June and the girls are hoping that the 
weather is kind to us and that the ‘midges’ 
are not too hungry. Thank you to all the 
parents who have been a great support to 
me during my first year as leader.

Beavers Report

Murray	O’Donnell	(the	old	man	at	the	back)	visited	the	Guides	to	
answer	questions	about	the	culture	of	the	community	over	the	years.

Guides

We welcome comments on 
anything that appears in the 
newsletter. Please write to 
the editor, Mike Fischbacher 
at:
4, Southview Road
Strathblane G63 9JQ
or email:
theblane@strathblanefield.org.uk
( 01360 770716

To contact Stirling Council, 
phone 0845 277 7000
Email: info@stirling.gov.uk

v v v v v
If you have any news items, please contact 
one of the team (page 27) or the editor 
(see this page). If you are not confident at 
writing but would like to have an article 
in the newsletter, we can help by editing it 
or writing it if you give us the information.
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Anne Horrocks

The recent Scout Spring Fayre was a 
huge success raising £1500!
We would like to sincerely thank 

all those who supported this event, 
from local businesses, the library and 
chemist for helping with advertising, 
to all who contributed their surplus 
goods, baked, volunteered on the day, 
washed dishes and generally helped it 
to run smoothly!

Thanks also to everyone who 
turned up and bought (even if it was 
just multiple trips to the chocolate 
fountain – apologies for the tummy 
aches that night!).

We would also like to acknowledge 
contributions from Glengoyne 
Distillery, The Blane Valley Inn, The 
Beechtree Inn and Dawn Murray for 
our raffle prize pool.

Lastly, thanks to Hardi at Brown’s who 
supplied us with burgers, hotdogs and buns  
which were very popular and sold out in 
record time!

Thanks from the Scouts
£1,500 raised at the Spring Fayre

Kate Baxter

The Fun Hut 
continues 
to thrive 

and to provide a 
somewhat noisy retreat for all the parents 
and carers of our pre-school children.  We 

have had a record number 
of families registering and 
attending this year, and we 
hope that this will continue 
into next year.

Sadly, we’ve recently had 
to say farewell to one of our 
fantastic play-leaders, Jennie 
McCutcheon, who will be 
sorely missed by both the 
children and the adults after 
leaving for more lucrative 
employment elsewhere.  She 
has been a great asset to the 

Fun Hut during her tenure over the last 
couple of years.  More than a few tears 
were shed (mainly by Jennie!) when she 
was presented with a hand-made card by 
the children, and was then treated to a 
farewell night out at the Blane Valley.  We 

wish her all the best for the 
future, and leave an open 
invitation to pop in any time 
for a coffee and a chat.

Fortunately, we have 
been able to welcome a 
fabulous replacement for 
Jennie, Rhona McColl, 
to work alongside the 
wonderful Elaine.  They 
are already proving to be 
another dream team.  

The Fun Hut is open 
every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday during school 
term time at the Kirk 
Rooms.  Please note that, 
to fit in with a change in 
the school nursery hours, 
the opening times will 
change in August to 9.15 

to 11.15am.  All pre-school children are 
welcome, from bumps upwards.  Pop in 
to any session, or phone me on 771149 
for further details.

Kate Baxter

After much frenzied anticipation and 
clamouring for exclusive tickets, 
one Friday last October saw a 

hundred lucky ladies of the village witness 
the arrival of an international singing 
sensation in the Village Club….Michael 
Bublé!  (Unfortunately Michael himself 
couldn’t make it, but we were fortunate to 
have the next best thing, Alan Parker.)

The fundraising evening, organised by 
the Fun Hut committee, got off to a bubbly 

start as guests were greeted with a delicious 
glass of fizz on arrival. The Village Club 
was quickly packed to capacity and the 
support act, Gina and David, got the lively 
crowd thoroughly warmed up with some 
well-known songs. Just as we thought the 
night couldn’t get any better, Michael burst 
onto the stage to ‘Cry Me a River’…the 
screams of the audience could be heard 
from Chillies to the Country Club.  To call 
Alan brilliant would be an understatement 
– he was a fantastic singer and general all-
round entertainer, and he wowed the ladies 
all night with his unbelievable Michael 
Bublé act.

The ‘posh’ buffet was polished off and 
our wonderful waiters were unstoppable 
despite the bubbly eventually running dry 
(a big thanks to Stevie and the two Davids.)  
Or perhaps they are grateful for getting a 
unique insight into how a hundred women 
ranging from their 20s to their 80s can 
really have a party?  Dancing on the chairs 
anyone?

After his two hour set finished, Alan 
kindly agreed to auction off the chance to 
sing a duet with him, and a few generous 
souls clubbed together to allow Suzy Ure 
to be the lucky winner. Her dulcet tones 
and amazing leg kicks will not be forgotten 
easily – well done Suzy! There was no 
stopping Alan as his fans begged him to 
sing on, which he did.  After 64 songs and 
4 hours of amazing singing, the curtain 
finally came down on a truly fantastic 
evening. The revellers left amid quotes of 
“Best night the village has ever had”, “Best 
night out in years” and even “Best night 
since my wedding” (you know who you 
are).  

The Fun Hut committee would like 
to thank everyone for coming along to 
support the night 
which, as well as 
being a fabulous 
night, raised 
well over £1,000.  
This will all go 
towards meeting 
the ongoing 
running costs 
of the Fun Hut 
which relies on 
a mixture of fees 
and fundraising 
to keep it going.  
Thanks also 
to those who 
donated raffle prizes, and a special thanks 
to our fundraiser, Karen McCrory, (and 

Bubbly with Bublé!

Lisa	McAllister	with	Alan	Parker,	aka	
Michael	Bublé.

So	this	is	what	goes	on	at	the	Fun	Hut!	
Wendy	 Hamilton,	 Anne	 Horrocks,	
Elaine	 Grantham	 and	 Pamela	 Smith	
have	some	explaining	to	do.

her family!) for producing yet another 
tremendously fun and successful event.  She 
will be relinquishing her role as fundraiser 
in June after two years of innovative ideas 
and hard work, which led to thousands of 
pounds being raised.  Everyone at the Fun 
Hut is extremely grateful Karen.

And for those who missed out on those 
golden tickets, there is much demand for 
Alan to return this Autumn as his other 
star persona, the one and only Elvis.  Keep 
your eyes peeled for future details and your 
chance to grab a ticket to see the King live 
on…

The Fun Hut

Andrew	 Byles,	 Marco	 Palmarini,	 Ben	 Hoyle,	 Allesandro	
Palmarini	 and	 Paul	 Brogan	 served	 hot	 dogs	 to	 those	 who	
visited	the	Spring	Fayre.

The Scout leaders have already used 
some of the proceeds to purchase another 
tent  for summer expeditions, so here’s 
hoping for a  good summer!
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This	 is	 the	 third	 in	 our	 series	 about	 the	
villages	of	the	parish.	This	article,	by	the	
late	Alison Dryden,	is	a	reproduction	of	
one	of	the	leaflets	she	produced	on	different	
aspects	of	life	in	the	area	in	the	past.	

The Terrors of the Mugdock Pit
Mr John Cochran, Minister of 

Strathblane 1650-1690 was noted for 
introducing the following: the purchase 
of an hour glass to monitor the length of 
his sermons, the hanging of the “joggs” 
at the kirk door – a means of punishing 
delinquents, such as absentees from the 
church and other criminals by putting 
their necks in the joggs and leaving 
them there as an example. Not content 
with this, Mr Cochran had built within 
the church “ane new publick place of 
repentance” and he also purchased  “ane 
harne gowne”, a sackcloth robe for the use 
of penitents who were placed on the pillar 
to be censured principally for breaches 
of the Third, Fourth, Seventh and Ninth 
Commandments. In 1716 the Session 
Records of the Parish Church tell the story 
of one Janet Martin.

Dec 30, 1716 Janet Martin being called 
did not present herself for rebuke so the 
session appointed the Minister to give her 
up to the Civil magistrate as a disobedient 
person to Church judicatories in regard that 
she had been summoned before to produce 
a character reference of her morality and 
had oft times refused to come and still 
failed to produce her reference when she 
came.

Jan 11, 1717 This day the Minister 
reports that having obtained from James 
Graham Justice of the Peace a warrant to 
James Leitch constable annent Janet Martin 
and that the said Leitch had brought her the 
length of the Manse on her way to the Pit 
of Mugdock but that the said Martin had 
desired a delay only till the next Monday 
and then she would bring her absolviter. 

The end of the matter was that Janet 
humbled herself, the terrors of the pit or the 
prison at Mugdock being too great for her, 
and she was finally pardoned, doubtless 
after a due use of the public place of 
repentance and the harne gowne.

The Phantom Army of Mugdock
Guthrie Smith recorded the following 

story: in February 1652 there was seen 
in daylight an army of 10/12 thousand 
men marching on the north side of Calder 
about Balmore and about Mugdock ... all 
marching in arms, both horse and foot 
furnished with swords, picks, muskets, 
drums and trumpets which made all the 
people flee with their horses cattle and 
goods. At length the people sent out to 
the fields where the army marched to 
understand their errand but they had 
vanished.   

Guthrie Smith’s Comments on Mugdock 
1886

Mugdock was for long the most 
important place in the Parish. It was “The 
Towne and Burgh of Mugdock” and the 
“Head Burgh of the Regalitie of Montrose 
with a weekly market ilk Fryday and two 

free faires yearlie”. In the 
village the old public house 
stood at the east end and 
at the west end there was 
a cross. The water supply 
for Mugdock consisted of 
two wells: one which was 
just outside the village on 
the road to the north and 
the other being “Spritts’ 
Well” on the path between 
Mugdock village and castle, 
and the west. This well, 
Guthrie Smith remarked, 
“was never known to fail and 
in seasons of drought is the 
only supply that the villagers 
have”. The market place, 
where the cattle were bought 
and sold at the two fairs held 
in August and November 
was on Shepherd’s Hill, 
where the house of 
Westerton of Mugdock 
stood. This was where the 
Common of Mugdock was, where, until 
the end of the 18th century, the sheep and 
cattle of the “portioners”, were collected 
nightly by the shepherd of the community. 
The “Law Stone of Mugdock” stood on 
the side of the road a few hundred yards 
south of Middleton farm-house. It was a 
huge block of freestone and was the largest 
of a row of similar stones thought to be a  
memorial to the dead.  About six hundred 
yards due south of this old stone and just 
on the brow of the “Bank of Mugdock” 
was St Patrick’s Well. This used to be a 
sacred well and annually on the 1st May 
people seeking healing would visit the 
well. Mugdock village is situated 539 
feet above sea level (Gallow Knowe, the 
old name of the high ground just behind 
Craigend Castle, and where the gallows of 
the Barony of Mugdock stood, is 585 feet 
above sea level). One result of this, Guthrie 
Smith remarks, was that the harvest could 
be later than in other parts of the parish. 
One minister, Archibald Smith 1770-1784, 
in giving thanks from the pulpit 
for an early and abundant harvest 
added the following - “But, oh, 
hae mercy on they puir Mugdock 
folks, for their victuals (oats) is 
aye growing yet and it’s as green 
as leeks”.

 
The Barony of Mugdock

The Barony of Mugdock and 
Easter Mugdock or Mugdock 
Mitchell formed a large and 
important part of Strathblane. 
The Grahams of Montrose were 
the principal land owners. Its 
history is complex. A charter 
of confirmation to David of 
Grahame by King Alexander 
111, dated 27th December 1253 showed 
that he, David of Grahame, had received 
one grant of lands in “Strathblathane” 
from Maldoven, Earl of Lennox, and a 
second from Malcolm, this earl’s son 
who died in 1248. Guthrie Smith in his, 
at times convoluted, explanation of the 
Barony of Mugdock describes how the 

Graham family increased their ownership 
of the parish over the coming centuries 
until it comprised of Craigallian, Carbeth, 
Auchengillan, Quinloch, Kilmannan, 
Leddriegreen, Dumbroch, Peach, Easter, 
Wester and Middle Mugdock, The Parks, 
The Craigend, with all the poffles and 
pertinents thereof and the lands of the 
Woodend of Mugdock. The lands in 
Strathblane were, according to Guthrie 
Smith, but a small part of the Barony 
of Mugdock. It took in a large district of 
country stretching southwards, including 
Boclair, Summerston, and Millichen and 
other lands in Kilpatrick including Balmore 
in Baldernock, westward to Dumbarton 
Moor and northwards to Killearn.

Mugdock Castle
Its manor place was the ancient castle 

of Mugdock – the Dineiddwg of Cymric 
times. The castle stood in a commanding 
position on high land in the south-west part 

of the parish. In days of old the waters of 
Mugdock Loch completely surrounded and 
enclosed the castle with its offices, chapel 
and garden. Around the castle were the 
houses of the retainers, with their gardens 
and crofts. There was a corn mill as well. 
By charter the Grahams had the right to 
hold a court and to have a prison for these 

The Barony of Mugdock

Map	 from	 John	 Guthrie	 Smith’s	 book,	 The	 Parish	 of	
Strathblane,	showing	the	Barony	of	Mugdock.

Mugdock	Castle	from	John	Guthrie	Smith’s	book.
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Heritage 
society
Murray O’Donnell

The Heritage Society completed 
the annual programme on the 16th 
of March, with Dr Tom Furniss 

presenting ‘The National park in days 
gone bye’. This was an excellent evening 
enjoyed by those present. A short AGM 
preceded the talk. Surplus of funds will as 
usual be dispersed to a worthy cause. 

The season began on 22 September 
with Jenny Oswald our family history 
expert and this was good fun and 
informative. Author Hugh McArthur was 
our October guest and spoke of his book 
about the McArthur influence in Scotland. 
Local Librarian Lynne James came along 
for our November meeting to present tales 
of a librarian. This was very amusing and 
and gave us all an insight into the many 
unusual things that happened during her 
career. ‘The Museum of Transport past 
and present’ was presented by local man, 
Robert Davy, for the January meeting and 
this was illustrated with some great images 
of the new museum. Mike Bath from 
Balfron, another author, spoke of Emblems 
for a Queen. This proved to be very 
interesting. The meeting in February, like 
almost all the meetings, are at the request 
of our members and we look forward 
to welcoming you when the new season 
begins next March. All meetings are open 
for everyone, members and visitors alike, 
to come along and see the new projector at 
work and hear some great speakers.

and other lands in the neighbourhood. 
Between the castle of Mugdock and 
Craigend there is a round knoll, which is 
called Moot Hill or the place of judgement. 
From this spot the accused, if found guilty, 
was hurried off to Gallow Knowe, the hill 
above Craigend Castle, where the culprits, 
if men, were “worreit” or strangled on the 
gallows which always stood there ready 
for such events. Women were “drounit” 
(drowned), as hanging was not thought fit 
for women, in the little pool of water which 
lay at the foot of the gallows.

The Grahams of Mugdock have an 
illustrious history. Sir Patrick Graham was 
slain at the battle of Dunbar in 1296 fighting 
against the English for the independence of 
Scotland. His brother, Sir John the Graham, 
was a friend of Sir William Wallace and 
was killed at the battle of Falkirk in 1298. 
William third Lord Graham and first earl 
of Montrose fell at the battle of Flodden in 
1513.  John, the third Earl and his son John 
the fourth Earl, though quieter than their 
ancestors, attacked Sir James Sandilands, 
Tutor of Calder and his friends, seeking 
to avenge their kinsman, John Graham of 
Hallyards, a judge of the Court of Session, 
who had been cruelly slaughtered by the 
Calder family for giving a decision against 
them.

In 1670 there was an act of Parliament 
allowing fairs to be held at Mugdock. They 
were allowed to have a “weekly market 
every Friday and two free fairs yearly, the 
one upon the second Thursday of August 
and the other upon the second Tuesday 
of November within the said Burgh and 

territories thereof. These Fairs provided 
people with an opportunity to buy and sell 
livestock, fish, flesh, meal, malt and all 
sort of grain, cloth, linen and woollen and 
all sort of merchant commodities. They 
also allowed the Marquis of Montrose 
and his estate to collect, deal with, uplift 
and receive the tolls, customs and duties 
belonging to the two yearly fairs, as well 
as to enjoy all other liberties, privileges, 
freedoms and immunities connected 
with such fairs. An offshoot of this was 
the Strathblane Fair held on the lands of 
Edenkill on the lands between what is now 
Dumbrock Road and Old Mugdock Road. 
By the time Guthrie Smith was writing in 
1886 it was little more than a livestock fair 
and ended shortly after that.

 
Craigend Castle

The estate of Craigend, which adjoins 
Craigallian is composed of several parts of 

the Barony of Mugdock. The 
Smith family who have been 
associated with the site since 
1657 were originally tenants 
then became lairds for about 
200 years. Originally the site 
was no more than a house 
and garden with grass for a 
cow or two. The first addition 
to Craigend was made in 
1734 when James Smith of 
Gallowhill, as he was known, 
bought the lands of Peach and 
Old Park. 

Subsequent family 
members improved and 

expanded the estate and the house. In 1816 
James Smith had the house pulled down 
and built Craigend Castle on the site. He 
also built a castellated tower near the south 
lodge of Craigend, partly, as an ornament 
to his grounds and partly, because of the 
view from the top of the tower. This was 
known as Smith’s Folly. It has since been 
removed. The Smiths who built Craigend 
Castle made their fortune from the West 
India sugar trade. They used the money 
to build the castle and acquire the lands 
of Westerton of Mugdock, Dumbroch 
and Milndavie and altered roads all in 
the hope that there would be a long and 
succeeding line of Smiths of Craigend. 
This was not to be, the family fortunes 
soon dwindled and the estate was sold in 
1851 to Andrew Buchanan who was in the 
Diplomatic Service and rose to the rank of 
Ambassador. 

The castle is now a ruin. 

In	the	article	‘The	Irish	in	Strathblane’	in	the	 last	 issue,	we	mistakenly	 captioned	
the	 photograph	 as	 John	 Fay.	 He	 was,	 in	
fact,	Eugene	Fay,	son	of	John.

Apology

Iain Grieve

The original 
plan to erect a 
plaque at the 

Fire site, together with a 
re-worded Interpretation 
Panel produced by the 
Loch Lomond & Trossachs 
National Park (see Dec 2008 issue) , has 
had to be revised. Unfortunately, the 
Interpretation Panel cannot be re-worded 
so we are now working to apply for a grant 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund to solely 
erect an inscribed circular monument 
about 400mm high and 400mm diameter 
with bronze flame on top set in a 1.2 metre 
diameter base. Final design details will 
need to be agreed by various agencies 
before submission. We hope to submit 
the application by August/September.    
Another progress report will be included in 
the September issue.

We are trying to gather any information 
about the Fire and those who sat around 
it both for the HLF application and ‘for 
the record’. Photos which we could copy 
would be particularly appreciated  but any 
memories, written or verbal, from relations 
of Fire-sitters would be greatly valued.   
Clearly, any material would be handled 
with utmost care and would be returned 
promptly. If anybody has any information 
etc., you can contact (e-mail: iaingrieve@
tiscali.co.uk or tel. 01292 500433) or 
contact the Editor. 

Craigallian  Fire  
memorial

Please	 visit	 the	 Pharmacy,	 	 library	 or	
Browns	and	put	the	cost	of	your	Blane	

in	 the	 collection	
box.	 We	 need	 all	
your	 support.	 We	
can	only	continue	
if	you	do	 that.	Or	
you	can	send	us	a	
cheque	 –	 details	
on	page	4.
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Lynne James & Murray O’Donnell

Annie and Walter Bilsland not only 
have farming in their blood, but 
probably milk running in their 

veins! Why would that be? Well, for many 
years, Annie and Walter’s families were the 
team behind the Duntreath Dairy.

Annie now lives in Buchlyvie with 
Alec McEwan, her husband of nearly sixty 
years, but she recalls vividly the days of 
“dairy maiding”

Having learnt her skill on a goat, Annie 
soon ‘moooved’ on to milking the twelve 
strong dairy herd; laboriously hand milking 
each one of them, until the arrival of a “wee 
portable milking machine”. There being no 
electricity on the farm the “wee portable” 
probably ran on petrol rather than a battery! 
A far cry from modern methods of milking 
you would have to agree. Butter making 
was no easier, with Annie and her mother 
making butter by hand turning a large 
butter churn. Justly proud of their skills, 
Annie wryly remembers that her mother 
only once entered her butter to be judged 
in the Killearn Show. She says that not only 
was her mother not given a mention by the 
judges, but she never got her butter back 
either!

Nearly all the milk produced by the 
herd was bought by those living on the 
estate, but some was picked up by a milk 
lorry to be delivered elsewhere. Each 
morning, milk was bought at the dairy, and 
on Sundays, the family even supplied the 
Sunday papers too! Annie, however, would 
hand deliver some milk and was often to 
be seen in her dungarees carrying the milk 
to the castle. 

Cows always need milking, so there was 
never the luxury of a family holiday away 
for either Annie or Walter, but Annie does 
remember; weekly whist sessions, never 
missed, dances in the village, sometimes 
to the music of Jimmy Shand (live, not 

recorded!). Walter’s wartime 
memory of travelling in buses 
“packed to the gunnels” to 
Blanefield dances, is that the 
conductresses had no chance 
of getting in all the fares 
because it was too dark to see 
everybody in the blackout!

In her younger days, Annie 
was a member of the GTC. 
The Girls Training Corps 
were trained in semaphore, 
messaging and first aid in the 
war years, and Annie took part 
in all these activities in the 
Co operative Hall, behind the 
building housing Roots and 
Chillies nowadays. 

Walter, meanwhile was 
also a cadet, until he moved 
over to the Home Guard. He 
remembers nights spent on 
duty with two fellow Home 
Guarders, snatching the odd bit of sleep on 
the floor of the very same hall used by his 
sister earlier in the G.T.C! Despite nights of 
guarding and watching, Walter was not on 
duty the night of the bomb being dropped 
in Strathblane and indeed, it is Annie who 
recalls two bombs being dropped on Little 
Drumquharn Farm by two planes racing 
to get back home after taking part in the 
Clydebank Blitz. Even that far away, the 
resultant blast blew the windows out at the 
dairy.

Throughout the war there were land 
army girls working on the estate, indeed 
there was “a wee bit garden” in front of the 
dairy that the girls worked on.

Another daily visitor to the dairy was 
the Nanny from the castle who would bring 
the pram up with her. Annie and she would 
chat and so, when Annie dressed up in her 
skirt and blouse for the wedding of Miss 
Mary at the castle she was very surprised 
when the Nanny barely spoke to her. It was 

nothing to do with the fact that Annie’s 
fine blouse had been made from parachute 
silk, but rather, because the nanny had 
never before seen Annie out of trousers! At 
that, Annie vowed that “When I was out of 
trousers I would never go in them again, 
and I married and I NEVER DID go in 
trousers again”

While Walter ploughed with the two 
horses up on the fields, Agnes did her bit on 
the farm too and even remembers proudly 
stretching up and putting the last stack on 
the top of the haystack even though she was 
expecting a baby imminently !

Annie and Alec have a rich seam of 
memories together, from the day they met 
on the school bus right up to today. They, 
together with Walter, represent a hard 
working rural tradition that deserves to 
be remembered and preserved for future 
generations to gain insight from ...after 
all, soon everyone may believe milk only 
comes direct from Tesco!

Left	 to	 right:	 Alec	McEwan,	 Annie	 Bilsland	McEwan	
and	Walter	Bilsland

“And I never wore trousers again!”

Hopefully the villagers 
will already have noticed 

the recent arrival of a new 
business in a prominent 
location at 11 Milngavie 
Road, or the old Blane Valley 
Construction office, as it 
seems to be best known.

Established in February 
this year by me, village 
resident Kate Baxter 
(nee MacGowan), Baxter 
Accounting & Tax Services 
is a new accounting practice 
set up to serve businesses and individuals 
in the local area.  Having trained as a 
Chartered Tax Adviser and spent over 10 
years at PricewaterhouseCoopers, latterly 
as a senior manager, I fulfilled my ambition 
to be my own boss when I got the keys to 
my new office. As a busy Mum of three 
small children, basing the business at home 
in Craigenlay Avenue didn’t seem like a 
viable option, I wonder why...? (picture it, 
clients clambering over bikes and toys...)  

The decision to leave a secure job for 
the vagaries of self employment was not 
made lightly, but there have certainly been 

no regrets. When I saved my 
very first client over £1,000 by 
spotting something a previous 
accountant had missed, it was 
far more personally rewarding 
than the many multi-million 
pound transactions I had 
advised upon in the past. And 
from a personal perspective, 
being able to drop the children 
at school on the way to the 
office and be home in time for 
a family tea is worth its weight 
in gold. Although office based 

only 2 or 3 days a week at the moment, the 
intention is that this will adapt over time as 
both the business and the family mature.

I am already delighted with the response 
I have received and the number of clients I 
have already met, almost exclusively from 
Strathblane/Blanefield and the surrounding 
villages. Having been born and brought up 
in Killearn, and resident here for the past 
9 years, I am a sociable person who enjoys 
nothing better than meeting local people 
and hopefully helping them save some tax!

If you or your business need any help 
with any accounting or tax matters, please 

don’t hesitate to call or drop by. The office 
is always fully equipped with tea, coffee 
and a well stocked biscuit tin, and I would 
be delighted to meet you.

enquiries@baxtertax.co.uk
( 01360 770320

www.baxtertax.co.uk

New Arrival of Baxter Accounting
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Royal wedding 
‘connection’ to 
Blanefield

Eliza	 Lopes,	 aged	 3,	
granddaughter	of	Camilla,	
Duchess	of	Cornwall,	was	
one	of	Kate’s	bridesmaids.

Sarah Pirie, 
Senior Early 
Childhood Educator	

The	 Nursery	 Team,	
the	 Nursery	 Parent	
Group	and	the	children	
have	 been	 working	
together	 to	 develop	
the	 nursery	 garden.	
The	aim	is	to	make	the	
garden	 an	 exciting,	
stimulating	 outdoor	
learning	 environment.		
All	 aspects	 of	
children’s	 learning	
and	 development	 have	
been	considered	in	this	
overall	 project.	 The	

Bonnie	 (above)	 of	 Happy	
Hounds	Dog	Walking	won	
1st	 prize	 in	 the	 Scruffs	
Dog	Show	at	 the	Summer	
Fair,	 for	 the	 best	 party	
trick.	Jon	Campbell	(right)	
entered	 Murphy	 into	 every	 category	 and	 was	 rewarded	 by	 a	
second	place	both	for	his	party	trick	and	for	Mirror	Image.	For	
the	Party	Trick,	owners	had	30	seconds	to	impress	the	judges;	the	
prize	for	the	Mirror	image	was	given	to	the	owner	who	looked	
most	like	his	or	her	dog.	Well	done	Jon.

We hope to have a lot more photographs of the Village Fair and 
a full report for the next issue. In the meantime, well done to 
everyone who helped make it a great success.

tyre	 structure	 is	 intended	 to	 encourage	 energetic	 play	 promoting	
children’s	 stamina	 and	 developing	 their	 gross	 motor	 skills.	 It	
can	 also	 promote	 many	 other	 aspects	 of	 children’s	 learning	 and	
development,	 such	 as	 imaginative	 play.	 The	 tyre	 structure	 began	
in	October	2010.	Parents	very	kindly	donated	their	time	and	came	
to	the	garden	where	they	dug	trenches	to	prepare	the	ground;	they	
positioned	the	tyres	and	then	used	concrete	to	render	them	immobile	
and	more	importantly	safe	to	climb	on.	

Above:	the	professionals	check	
to	 see	 if	 the	 ‘workers’	 have	
done	a	good	job.



14

Julie Edmonstone

Nothing looks more welcoming and eye-catching that an array of handsome planted 
pots either side of your door or grouped on the terrace. With the minimum of effort 
you can have an almost year-round display  which somehow gives the impression 

of being a stylish gardener!
Start with as many pairs of large frost-proof decorative pots as you think fill the 

intended space – most garden centres do lovely glazed ones. For each and every pot buy 
eight or more ordinary plastic ones that fit neatly inside as ‘liners’. Plant these ‘liners’ 
with a succession of flowering goodies and maybe a pair planted with lavender, thyme or 
rosemary and a pair planted with dramatic giant leaved hostas for a bit of contrast. All you 
have to do is remove the inner pot when flowering is over and replace with the next one 
which is hopefully just becoming of interest.

You could, for instance, have a pair planted with spring bulbs such as tulips or narcissi 
(don’t mix different plants in each pot), the next pair with lilies, one pair with blue 
agapanthus bulbs – always brilliant in pots – another pair with lots and lots of dark red 
pelargoniums, yet another with tumbling patio roses. Or small standard ones. 

Smart greenhouses 
always seem to have tall 
staked chrysanthemums 
to bring into the big house 
which would look impressive 
on the terrace and how about 
a pair filled with bright pink 
nerine bulbs to brighten up 
the autumn!  

Before you know where 
you are it will be time for 
those clipped box cones 
to tide you over Christmas 
whilst all the others rest 
quietly out of sight ready for 
their star turn next year!

A pretty sight

Rozlyn, Rachael and Isla

On Saturday 7th May, the Welly Boots 
had a table at the Strathblane Plant 

Sale.  First of all we had to set up the table 
with a sign saying ‘The Welly Boots’. 

Next we sold Sunflowers, Nasturtiums 
and French Marigolds that we had grown 
from seeds.

Finally we had to count the money. We 
raised £125.38 for Water Aid. We would 
like to thank all the people who kindly 
donated plants and helped us on the day. 

We all enjoyed it and had good fun!

Owen R Britton & Caspar F Schwahn

Glencoe Outdoor Centre was the most 
enjoyable part of the Curriculum for 
Excellence. It taught us many skills 

for later on in life. At the end of the day 
we will all remember and reminisce about 
our pleasurable memories at Glencoe. The 
impeccable hospitality of the welcoming 
staff at the centre was most pleasant. 

Our room was comfort at its best 
as it was the largest of all. We were all 
impressed by the facilities that were 
presented to us; the lounge, the bedrooms, 
the house itself was beautiful, it was a well 
preserved old style mid century building 
that clearly was loved by its staff. The day 
usually started off with a wide variety of 
choices for breakfast followed by making 
your own lunch for the day. The evening 
meal was sublime; the cooks presented us 
with scrumptious meals that we devoured 
after a challenging day doing activities.

In our day we usually managed two 
activities followed by some amusing 
evening entertainment. These activities 
ranged from unforgettably muddy Forest 
Walks, to extremely exciting Skiing. Other 
activities were: Archery, Orienteering, 
‘How you do that?’ team challenges, 
climbing and Mission Impossible.

Skiing was by far the most enjoyable 
activity of all and was rated five stars by 
everyone who went. We drove to the Nevis 
range and went up the mountain in the cable 
cart. Although it was raining everyone was 
smiling when the skiing was over.

We thoroughly benefited from and 
enjoyed our time at the centre. 

Welly boots

P7 Glencoe Report

The	 blind	 lead	 the	 blind	 at	 Glencoe	 –	 Drew	 Downs,	
Jessica	 Collie,	 Lucy	 Taylor	 van	 Nimwegen,	 Lauryn	
McColl	and	Charlie	McCarron.	See	also	page	25.

L	to	r:	Sami	Taylor,	Abigail	Kennedy,	Jamie	Moir,	Rebecca	Pugh,	Rachel	
Sekulowicz,	Jenny	(back)	&	Rozi	Byles,	Connie	Baume-Kennedy	(peeping),	
Isla	Britton,	Roisin	Brogan	and	Abby	Fabel	at	the	Welly	Boots	stand.	

We	 learned,	 from	
some	 material	

sent	 to	 us	 	 by	 Alice	
Gibson	 that,	 in	 June	
1980,	 Mary Kirton	
walked	 the	 West	
Highland	 Way	 from	
Fort	 William	 to	
Milngavie	 to	 raise	
money	for	Craigholme	
Eventide	Home	for	the	
Deaf	in	Roman	Road,	
Bearsden.	 Mary	
writes	 in	 her	 diary	
that	 she	 experienced	
rain,	 hail,	 cold	 and	
sunshine.	 She	 wrote,	
“The	thrill	of	having	completed	the	walk	is	beyond	words,	for	there	were	times	
when	I	thought	I	would	have	to	give	up.”	In	the	next	issue,	we	hope	to	have	an	
interview	with	Mary	about	her	experience	as	an	evacuee	during	the	war.
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On Saturday 18th June 2011, 
Bridge of Allan will be 
playing host to the annual 

Armed Forces Day parade and 
military show. This also marks 
the Homecoming of the Argyll 
& Sutherland Highlanders from 
Afghanistan.

The parade will commence 
at 11.40am and bands will march 
to Strathallan Games Park for 
inspection of the troops at 12.30pm.  

The Stirling Military Show, 
which is free entry, starts 
after the parade and 
provides an afternoon of 
entertainment for all the 
family – there’s a tug-

Armed Forces Day

of-war, mock battle, watch the 
Police dog display team, the 
Quack Commandoes and lots 

more. There will be bouncy slides for the 
little ones, a climbing wall and inflatable 
assault course too. There will be a variety 
of stalls selling arts & crafts and lots of 
good food will also be on sale.

Back	copies	of	the	Blane	are	available	in	
Auckland,	New	Zealand.

The	recent	gales	brought	down	an	old	and	much	loved	beech	
tree	 at	 the	 bottom	of	 the	 horses	 field.	 Scottish	Water	were	
quick	 to	 clear	 the	 path	 by	 the	 football	 field.	 Along	 the	 old	
railway	another	 tree	was	blown	down	across	 the	path	and	
Douglas	Flynn,	countryside	ranger,	cleared	a	route	through.

Some	of	the	tubs	planted	by	the	Community	Council	with	spring	
flowers	and	funded	by	Stirling	Council	community	grant	and	
local	sponsors.

Above:	 an	 unconventional	
bridal	 car	 –	 Jenny	 Arnold	
from	 Kirkburn	 Drive	 married	
recently	 in	 Duntreath	 Castle.		
She	arrived,	with	bridesmaids	Jo	
(her	 sister)	 and	 Julie	 (middle)	 in	
attendance,	 on	 horseback	 –	 not	
even	 side-saddle!	 Fortunately	
the	horses	sensed	the	importance	
of	 the	 occasion	 and	 behaved	
impeccably,	 although	 Fiona	
Aborida	 was	 on	 hand	 to	 help	
if	 necessary,	 having	 swapped	
her	 wedding	 heels	 for	 wellies.	
Jen’s	 horse	 even	 thoughtfully	
provided	 some	 manure	 for	 the	
Edmonstones’	garden!

Happy birthday, Mary

Mary	Craig	on	her	90th	birthday
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DHL

No, this article is not about the 
current economic gloom! Rather 
it is about the huge variety of bills 

supported by our birds: a feature which is 
truly amazing when you think of it. Some 
are tiny, some huge; some are straight and 
some curved; some are used to stab prey, 
some to open nuts; some to probe for 
worms, some to filter water for tiny food 
particles and of course some to advertise 
its owner’s fitness for breeding – all in all 
the bill is an amazing tool for its owner be 
it vegetarian or carnivorous, monogamous 
or polygamous. So what exactly are bills?

Birds’ bills are relatively lightweight 
structures, weighing much less for their size 
than the comparable vertebrate jaws which 
involve heavy bony supports normally 
providing the base for teeth.  When birds 
open their mouths it is 
the lower jaw that does 
most of the moving.  Most 
birds can move the upper 
jaw to some extent but in 
only a few species, such as 
parrots, is it anywhere near 
as flexible as the lower 
one. Bills are complex 
structures composed of 
a number of horny plates 
made of keratin (the same 
protein that makes up 
our hair). Like our hair 
this continues to grow 
throughout life replacing 
the wear that inevitably occurs with regular 
use. The plates are usually fused together 
and become invisible but they can be seen 
fairly clearly in the Fulmar. This is one of 
the group of birds known as tubenoses that 
spend most of their winters out in the open 

ocean searching for food and coming into 
the Scottish cliffs around our coast only to 
breed. They have a gland that secretes salt 
through their bills. Getting too close to them 
during the nesting season is inadvisable as 
they may discharge foul smelling oily food 
residues onto your clothes rendering them 
useless for future use!   

Here in Scotland we have birds showing 
many different types of bills. Think of the 
tiny Goldcrest with its minute short, tapered 
bill designed for catching insect prey. 
Then there is the medium sized bill of the 
Magpie with its many functions involving 
collecting both vegetarian food and avian 
and mammalian prey, as well as being very 
useful for carrying materials to the nest for 
building purposes. Getting bigger we have 
the heavy powerful bill of the Raven and 
the even bigger bills of the Golden and the 
White-tailed Eagles. These latter are used 

primarily for tearing the 
flesh of their victims apart 
to feed themselves and 
their chicks. Such bills 
tend to be straight with 
hooked ends in contrast to 
those used for probing for 
food in the earth or at the 
seashore.  An example of 
these is the Oystercatcher 
whose powerful red bills 
are useful for catching 
mussels and forcing 
open their shells to gain 
access to the tasty flesh 
within. Alongside the 

Oystercatchers you may see Curlews – birds 
with long, seemingly fragile, highly down-
curved bills to probe the mud and sands 
for edible morsels. Curlews have extremely 
sensitive bills, as do most shorebirds, and 
they can detect food easily when it is 

Bills, bills and more bills

Crossbill

The Birds of Dumbrock Muir

within the grasp of their long bills. As the 
climate continues to warm, there is every 
likelihood that we in Scotland will soon 
see the Avocet breeding (main emblem of 
the Royal Society 
for the Protection 
of Birds) in 
our southern 
shores around 
the Solway 
Firth. This 
c h a r m i n g 
white and 
black seaside 
wader has 
an upturned bill which it uses to seek its 
food by filtering the water as it swings its 
head from side to side and snaps shut on 
any unfortunate fish or crustacean which it 
encounters.

The	 seaside,	 especially	 in	 winter,	 is	 a	
great	 place	 to	 see	 a	 large	 variety	 of	

bills	 amongst	 the	 shorebirds,	 from	 the	
probers’	 ranging	 in	 size	 from	 the	 small	
Dunlins	 and	 Sanderling	 via	 the	 medium	
sized	Knots	and	Ruffs	to	the	much	larger	
Godwits,	Whimbrel	and	Curlews.			These	
birds	 can	 all	 co-exist	 on	 the	 same	 beach	
largely	because	they	are	not	competing	for	
the	same	food	supply.	Their	probing	bills	
reach	different	depths	in	the	sand	and	mud	
and	 thus	 seek	different	 foodstuffs	 during	
their	 forays.	 	 	Then	 again	 if	 you	 are	 at	 a	
rocky	 beach,	 you	 will	 see	 Turnstones	
and	 Plovers	 with	 the	 occasional	 Purple	
Sandpipers	 walking	 around	 and	 over	
the	 rocks	 and	 rocky	 pools	 searching	 for	
their	 preferred	 foodstuff,	 again	 not	 in	
competition	with	each	other.			Part	of	this	
lack	 of	 competition	 can	 be	 appreciated	
from	a	careful	look	at	the	size	and	shapes	
of	their	bills.										Continued on next page

Long billed Curlew

Tormentil

Common spotted 
orchid

Fiona Morton
Ranger, Mugdock Country Park

Across the road from the gates 
of Mugdock Country Park lies 
Dumbrock Muir; an outstanding 

patch of unimproved, herb-rich lowland 
grassland. Extending 
from Deil’s Craig 
Dam and Strathblane 
in the east to the Carglas 
plantation in the west, 
Dumbrock is notable for its 
diverse plant life, a result of 
unusually varied soil types 
and groundwater levels.

The variety of ground conditions 
encountered here gives rise to a rich 
patchwork of vegetation types and 
habitats, with species such as Sheep’s 
fescue (Festuca ovina) and Heath 
bedstraw (Galuim saxatile) dominating 
the drier areas whilst the wetter patches 
are favoured by species like Tormentil 
(Potentilla erecta) and Purple moor-grass 
(Molinia caerulea). Orchids thrive on parts 
of the moor too, with species including 

Common spotted (Dactylorhiza fuchsia), 
Heath spotted (Dactylorhiza maculate), 
Northern marsh (Dactylorhiza purpurella), 
Frog (Coeloglussum viridis), Fragrant 
(Gymnadenia conopsea) and Greater 
butterfly (Platanthera chlorantha) orchids 
having been reported.

Dumbrock Muir also boasts areas of 
mixed broadleaf woodland, as well as the 
Abies, or Dumbrock Loch, a small mill 

reservoir traditionally favoured 
as a local bathing spot. The loch 
itself, as well as the surrounding 
area, known as Dumbrock Loch 
Meadows, have been classed as 
a SSSI (Site of Special Scientific 
Interest) since May 1986. This 
gives it legal protection under the 
Nature Conservation (Scotland) 
act 2004, as it is considered an 
exceptional example of Scotland’s 

natural heritage. All of these factors 
contribute towards making Dumbrock 
Muir an excellent place for birds.

During the summer months, Dumbrock 
Muir plays host not only to a variety of 
resident bird species, but also to an influx 

Meadow Pipit

of migrants. At this time of year, Cuckoos 
(Cuculus canorus) have returned from 
Africa to breed and males can be heard 
delivering their well known, mournful 
calls across the moor. Cuckoos are nest-
parasites, meaning that instead of building 
their own nests, they dupe other species 
(often pipits or warblers) into raising their 
chicks for them. Female Cuckoos will 
always remove and eat one egg from the 
host nest prior to laying her own in its place. 
The egg laid by the cuckoo is very  small 
in proportion to the size of the adult. This 
feature, along with very closely matching 
colouration, helps the egg to blend in with 
those in the host nest.

T h e cuckoo’s egg is 
usually the first to hatch and 
as soon as it does so, the 
blind, naked chick almost 
immediately sets 
about ejecting 
the remaining 
eggs from the 
host nest, so 
as to eliminate any 
competition for food brought in by the 
parent bird. The begging call of the rapidly 
growing cuckoo chick actually mimics 
not just one nestling, but a whole clutch, 
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Still at the seashore you will often see 
Red breasted Mergansers feeding by diving 
for fish offshore which they catch in their 
bills and bring to the surface to swallow 
and digest.  To do so easily their bills have 
serrations so that the fish cannot escape their 
clutches after being 
caught.    Likewise 
in summer a passing 
Osprey might, if you 
are lucky, plunge-dive 
and catch a fish which 
it will transport to the 
nest for a meal for its 
chicks.   A different 
strategy is adopted 
by the Puffin (which 
you can see nesting 
in offshore islands 
around our coasts).  
These delightful birds have an elastic 
membrane at the edges of their bills such 
that they can hold large numbers of their 
desired prey – sandeels – which they catch 
individually and store from the back of the 
bill forward until there is no more space left 
to carry more before returning to the nest to 
feed the young hungry mouths.   Incidentally 
the Puffin also shows the value of a colourful 
bill as a sexual attractant – the gaudier the 
bill, the more attractive to the opposite sex!

Coming	 inland,	 you	will	 see	 some	 very	
specialised	bills	 if	you	can	find	a	flock	

of	Crossbills	in	the	coniferous	forests	of	the	
Loch	Lomond	Park.	These	highly	specialised	
northern	finches	are	unique	in	the	world	in	
having	overlapping	bills	such	that	the	lower	
and	upper	mandibles	cross	one	another	and	
can	prise	open	pine	cones	to	reveal	the	juicy	
and	nutritious	nuts	contained	therein.	Indeed	
the	finch	family	as	a	whole	show	remarkably	
wide	 variations	 in	 bill	 size	 and	 function	 –	
from	delicate	insect	eaters	such	as	the	Siskins	
in	our	woods,	 to	stout	nut	crackers	such	as	
the	Hawfinch	which	are	rarely	seen	except	in	

the	extreme	SE	of	Scotland.			Further	abroad	
it	was	the	remarkable	variations	in	bill	size	
and	 structure	 seen	 in	 the	Galapagos	 Island	
finches	 that	 stimulated	Darwin	 to	 consider	
why	 this	should	be	and	eventually	produce	
his	 groundbreaking	 book:	 The	 Origin	 of	

Species.	
Travelling further afield the 

giant bills of the Hornbills of 
Africa and Asia, and the huge bills 
of some of the Stork family are 
impressive as are the extremely 
odd bills of the Flamingo family. 
These latter are giant filters. The 
long legged Flamingos feed by 
lowering their heads in an upside 
down manner into shallow water 
and then pumping water into and 
out of the mouth cavity using 
suction and tongue movements to 

attract and expel the water whilst retaining 
any microscopic or small crustaceans to 
swallow.  

The shapes of bills 
are truly wonderful and 
it is perhaps surprising 
that they rarely seem to 
be significantly damaged 
(although this might merely 
mean that birds with 
damaged bills can rarely 
survive for long before dying 
of starvation).    

There are some unique 
adaptations seen in nature.  
Prominent amongst these 
are the Kiwis, whose bills 
include nostrils at their 
tips and not at the bases as is normal in 
all other bird families. This development 
is presumably to assist the birds in their 
nocturnal search for food in the leaf litter 
of remote New Zealand forests where they 
are now confined by pressure from man and 
his mammalian companions - dogs, cats, 
rats and stoats (all of which will happily 

kill Kiwis for food). Whilst in New Zealand 
mention must also be made of a small wader 
which breeds in the dry beds of the giant 
braided river systems of South Island and 
winters in the estuaries of the south - central 
bays of North Island. The appropriately 
named Wrybill is unique amongst birds in 
having a bill which is curved but deflected	
to	 the	 right	 side. This is an adaptation 
for seeking insect larvae inhabiting the 
underside of rocks eroded from the glaciers 
of the Southern Alps.  The Wrybill uses 
this special tool to reach further under 
these rocks than competitor species thus 
surviving in a most difficult environment. 
A delightful little bird about the size of a 
Dunlin, it seems to survive against the odds 
and it is to be hoped that it continues to so 
do for many centuries ahead.

Another unique adaptation is that of 
the Black Skimmer – a large tern-like bird 
of Southern North American and Central 

American coastlines. 
This bird has a lower 
jaw that is longer than 
its upper one. It flies 
along the surface of 
the water with its 
lower jaw just below 
the waterline. As soon 
as it senses any prey 
(normally a small fish) 
touching its lower jaw 
it snaps the upper one 
down at a remarkably 
rapid rate to catch the 
prey which it then 
swallows whole.

Truly the natural world is magnificent in 
its many adaptations of such an apparently 
simple structure as a bill. Do keep an eye 
out when you see a bird, think about its bill 
size and shape and wonder at how such an 
apparently simple development as a bill 
can have so many wonderfully successful 
ramifications.

so stimulating the parent birds to continue 
returning with food around the clock.

One of the cuckoo’s favoured host 
species, the Meadow pipit (Anthus 
pratensis), is abundant on Dumbrock Muir. 
These streaked, buff-coloured birds nest on 
the ground and are often heard before they 
are seen. Their distinctive, high-pitched 
‘weet-weet, weet’ calls are ubiquitous on 
British moors and uplands. Meadow pipits 
often flush from very close to the path, 
and can be identified by white outer tail 
feathers, sometimes visible as they fly away 
at speed. Listen for ‘mipits’ as they deliver 
their simple descending song flight, which 
they fly high to deliver whilst ‘parachuting’ 
back to earth.

Another species famous for its 
spectacular song flight is the Skylark 
(Alauda arvensis), often heard as one 
takes a walk over Dumbrock Muir in 
the summertime. The 19th century poet 
George Meredith described the Skylark 
as dropping ‘a silver chain of sound, Of 
many links without a break’ in his famous 
poem, ‘The Lark Ascending’. This nicely 
describes the unbroken stream of bubbling 
notes which the Skylark delivers from high 
above the ground. Even though it sounds 
as though the song is continuous, the 

Flamingo

Black Skimmer

Chiffchaff

its network of habitats. In the woods can be 
heard the delicate notes of Willow Warbler 
(Phylloscopus trochilus) and Chiffchaff 
(Phylloscoopus collybita) as well as the 
lyrical gurgle of a male Blackcap (Sylvia 
atricapilla). Out on the grassland you may 
encounter buzzards (Buteo buteo) mewing 

overhead as they quarter for prey below. 
It is also possible to spot other summer 
migrants like the Stonechat (Saxicola 

rubicola), named for its call which 
is said to recall the sound of two 
pebbles being struck together. The 

careful observer may also be 
rewarded with good views of 

Jays (Garrulus glandarius) 
around the oak trees on 

craggy area to the north 
side of Dumbrock Muir. These shy corvids 
often betray their presence by their harsh 
calls, which some liken to the sound of 
tearing linen sheets.

The spring and summer months are a 
fantastic time to get out onto the Muir and 
listen to what birds are out there. Even if 
you can’t see birds, they can be heard from 
some distance away over the flat moorland 
landscape. A walk over Dumbrock Muir 
is a good excuse to take advantage of our 
short-lived warm weather - Happy birding!

Skylark actually takes tiny ‘micro-breaths’ 
between every couple of notes, a bit like 
an Australian didgeridoo player practicing 
circular breathing in order to maintain a 
constant sound.

Skylarks, like most other birds, sing 
to establish territorial boundaries 
and attract mates. Some birds, 
however, congregate in leks. At 
a lek site, male birds will often 
take part in ritualised displays 
and spar with one another in 
the hope of attracting one of the 
female onlookers. One such species, 
the Black Grouse (Tetrao tetrix) can 
occasionally be found on Dumbrock 
Muir. The Black Grouse is a nationally 
threatened species, having undergone a 
dramatic decline in numbers in recent 
years. This reduction in population is due 
to the loss of their moorland habitat, as 
well as hunting, disturbance and disease. 
Although there aren’t as many Black 
Grouse to be found on Dumbrock Muir 
today as in previous years, Dumbrock 
Muir, and places like it, are still important 
refuges for these handsome gamebirds.

As well as those species mentioned 
above, Dumbrock Muir still has plenty more 
to offer for those who take a stroll through 
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This should  ring a 
bell...

Rev George Lugton
Guernsey

You	 do	 not	 know	 me	 	 –	 so	 let	 me	
introduce	 myself.	 I	 am	 the	 Rev	

George	Lugton,	and	from	June	1955	(when	
I	was	ordained)	until	April	 1969	 (when	 I	
demitted	 the	 charge	 to	 take	 up	 the	 post	
as	 Full	 Time	 Presbytery	 Clerk	 to	 the	
Presbytery	of	Dumbarton)	I	was	minister	
at	Strathblane.	During	my	time	there,	 the	
Manse	(opposite	the	Church)	was	built.

At the weekend I received from an old 
friend (Mrs Sheila Lyle) two copies of The 
Blane. What a joy and pleasure 
it was to read the magazines and 
to learn how much “the village” 
has grown and changed. Many of 
the names were new to me, but I did 
recognise and remember John Muir 
and Murray O’Donnell. I am sure that 
some of the married ladies in the village 
would be known to me by their maiden 
names.

My ministry varied somewhat when I 
left Strathblane – I was in Dumbarton for 
four years, then in Edinburgh (121 George 
Street) from 1987 when I came to my senses 
and went back to the only life I was meant 
to live, namely as a Minister of the Gospel. 
My wife and I were called to Guernsey in 
1987 and I retired in 1997.

We decided to continue living in 
Guernsey. At the age of 81 I am trying to 
download my library of books. In one of 
the books about the Campsie area I found 
the small, discoloured newspaper cuttings 
(enclosed): in my file of personal notes etc. 
I found the enclosed ditty entitled Jenny’s 
Lum’: it was written by Willie Linning, 
Frank Kane and Tom Rennie. John Muir 

Letters to the editor will be able to identify the 
various characters. Somewhere 
I may have some old  coloured 

slides of the village as it was during my 
time there - prefabs in Dumbrock Road.

I trust that this letter may be of some 
interest to you and your committee: 
the enclosures are not really meant for 
publication – they are like me, ‘old’.

Yours very sincerely, George L Lugton

(The	enclosures	were	newspaper	cuttings,	
and	 the	 poem	 was	 reproduced	 in	 the	
December	 2009	 issue	 which	 I	 have	 now	
sent	to	Mr	Lugton	–	Ed.)

...and so should this!
Wylma Dunbar

Netherblane

It	 is	good	 to	 see	young	people	cycling	 to	 school	 in	 the	
morning	and	at	other	times	during	
the	week.	However,	recently	I	was	

startled	by	a	cyclist	one	morning	as	I	
walked	along	the	side	of	the	football	
field	when	he	suddenly	overtook	me	

without	warning.	
I have been wondering for some time 

why bicycles now no longer seem to be 
automatically equipped with a bell, and 
after this experience, can I encourage 
parents (and adult cyclists as well) to buy 
a cycle bell, for the safety of pedestrians, 
who can then be warned that a cyclist 

is approaching them. I would think that 
this could prove safer for cyclists too, as 
a collision could cause injuries to both 
pedestrian and rider.

Yours sincerely, Wylma Dunbar

And from the colonies...
Archie McCallum 

Canada

The Blane arrived in the colonies 
and I think I can aid one or more 

of your correspondents down the line. 
I, Avril Brown, Marion McGregor 
(McCallum)  and ‘young’ Watson Brown 
were all in the village on the night when 
the Germans dropped two land mines. 
One exploded and the other sat waiting 
the RNBD team to arrive and dispose 
of the infernal machine. Marion, now in 
Lennoxtown, is the daughter of Bobby 
McCallum. 

With regards to the Scotts they were well 
recognized in the village for their actions 
in leadership and as school teachers. Jean 
was a PT instructor at the High School and 
took over when the male staff went to war. 
Mike, I will type a few notes for you but 
Avril and Marion can, I am sure, provide 
you with fascinating details of the third, 
fourth and fifth decades of the last century 
in Strathblane. 

As Canadians of some fifty years we 
are delighted to welcome Iain (Carnegie) 
to this country.

Susan MacDonald

The Bowling Club opened 
for the 2011 Season on 
the 16th April for the 

Gents and 17th April for the 
Ladies.

Both openings enjoyed 
good weather and the green 
was in excellent condition, in 
spite of the harsh winter, thanks 
to the ministrations of Alan 
McLean our Green Convenor 
and his band of helpers. Alan is 
also this year’s Gents President 
and the Ladies President is 
Rosemary Morris. The ladies 
played a friendly in April 
against Campsie at Campsie 
Bowling Club and the Gents 
played Bearsden at home.

Club nights commenced on 
Monday 2 May and ladies play 
every Wednesday afternoon.

On Saturday 7 May we 
held an open day and barbeque 
to give anyone who wished to 
try out bowling an opportunity 
to do so with plenty willing 
hands on offer to assist and 
give advice. It was a very 
enjoyable afternoon for everyone with the sun staying out long enough for a successful 
day. The barbeque was expertly cooked and served by Ian Brown Sen. and John McCaig 
with help from wife Eileen.

Thanks to all who helped and took part and we hope to see you at the club soon.

Bowling 
Club opens 
new season

Top:	l	to	r	–	Alaine	Watson,	Ellen	Park,	Ishbel	Tomison,	
Eileen	 McCaig,	 Christine	 MacGillivray,	 Rosemary	
Morris	 (Lady	 President),	 Alan	 McLean	 (Gents	
President),	Ian	Brown	Jnr.		Bottom:	Robert	Flashman,	
Roy	Hamilton,	Ian	Brown	Snr,	Malcolm	McLean,	Diane	
Needham,	 Alistair	 Campbell,	 Rosemary	Morris	 (Lady	
President),	Ian	Brown	Jnr,	John	McCaig,	Alan	McLean	
(Gents	President),	George	MacDonald..

The Senior 
Citizens Club
Beatrice Leckie

The 2010/2011 session of the Senior 
Citizens finished in March with a 

Social Evening and a small Bring and Buy 
Sale.  The money raised from this was 
donated to the Blane Magazine.

The Summer Outing is on 11 June to 
Peebles and anyone wishing information 
on this should contact Emma Findlay on 
440029.

The next session will start in September 
when we hope to see new members.

Blane Women’s 
Rural
Morag Roy

This Session of the Rural finished in May 
with our A.G.M. A new Committee 

has been elected for the following Session 
when we hope to see new faces joining us.
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Castle recipe
Julie Edmonstone

CHOCOLATE GINGER BISCUIT CAKE

This is my ‘poshed-up’ version of the traditional 
biscuit cake.   It’s more fun, needs no cooking 
and is horribly addictive!  

3 bars (300g) plain chocolate
Grated rind of an orange
3 tbls. Golden syrup
¾ (175g) butter
Small packet of ginger biscuits (175g)

Set a largish bowl over – but not touching - simmering water.   Break the chocolate 
into pieces and put in the bowl with the orange rind, golden syrup and cut up 
butter.   Give a short stir and then leave alone.   Bash the ginger biscuits into 
smallish bits in a plastic bag with a rolling pin (turning the bag to even out the 
squishing).   Add the sultanas, cherries, apricots and flaked almonds.    Stir in the 
melted chocolate and pour into a shallow tray (22 X 32cm) lined with cling film.  
Spread with a spatula and leave in fridge or freezer to harden.   Invert onto board 
and slice into smallish squares as it’s quite rich and everyone takes a second one!

½ cup each of:
Sultanas
Chopped natural colour glace cherries
Ready-to-eat dried apricots
Flaked almonds

Susan MacDonald

Having at last enjoyed some lovely 
warm weather after another cold 
and wet winter we can once again 

turn our attention to the garden. If you have 
plants that have not survived the ravages 
of the winter, and many of us have, take 
heart there is always the consolation of a 
fresh visit to a garden centre to see what 
new delights we can be tempted to buy.  I 
now try to be a bit more cautious as to what 
plants I buy – checking to see if they are 
labelled as “hardy”.  For inspiration, look 
at neighbouring gardens to see what does 
well or ask your neighbours. Gardeners 
are always happy to talk plants and proffer 
advice. If you must grow more exotic 
specimens be sure you have somewhere 
dry and frost free to keep them through the 
winter.

I am sure everyone with a 
bit of outdoor space will want 
to plant up a pot or two for 
some colour. Plant your tubs 
and hanging baskets now but 
keep them under cover until 
the risk of frost is well passed. 
When choosing your selection 
do not be tempted by too many 
different plants and colours. Much better to 
have two contrasting colours from opposite 
ends of the colour wheel such as yellow 
and purple and perhaps orange, or soft 
shades like pink, cream and white.  Tones 
and shades of the same colour can look 
harmonious. A hanging basket is rarely 
seen from all sides so choose one side to 
be the back and position the taller growing 
variety there with the trailers to the front 
and something like petunias or impatience 
between.

Stand your hanging basket on a bucket 
or large plant pot to fill it and until it is time 
to hang it outside.

Many of us are trying our hand at 
vegetable growing for the first time. It is 
not necessary to have a large space to do 
this. Many are happy to grow in amongst 
the flowers in the borders or in a raised bed. 

This can be made simply with planks and 
placed on a patio. Use whatever you have to 
hand. Empty compost bags are suitable for 
planting potatoes and other vegetables. Just 
turn down the sides and fill with compost to 
a suitable depth for what you are planning 
to grow. Any large pot or container can be 
brought into use as long as you  put in some 
drainage holes.  

If growing carrots, to prevent them 
being affected by carrot fly, plant onions 
next to them and construct a small fence 
about 30cm high. The carrot fly does not 
like the smell of onions and does not fly 
very high above the ground.

Last year I grew some tomatoes, one 
being a type that did not need the side shoots 
removed and another called “tumbler” that 

I grew in a hanging basket and 
both were a great success. This 
year I am trying other varieties 
including some yellow ones and 
I have also planted some early 
potatoes in bags. I will report 
on their success or otherwise. I 
hope you all have bumper crops 
from your efforts.

Remember to prune your 
spring flowering shrubs after they have 
flowered and prune roses and feed them. 
Trim the faded flowers from winter 
flowering heathers to keep them in shape. 
Continue to sow hardy annuals such as 
nigella, cornflower and calendula directly 
into borders. Water newly planted trees and 
shrubs. By the end of May it should be safe 
to put out your pots and baskets and plant 
dahlias and begonias.

If your lawn is looking a bit tired it is 
imperative to keep mowing it regularly. 
Set the blades at 2.5cm. If we have a 
dry spell, leave it a bit longer. Apply a 
combined 3 in 1 weed killer, feed and 
moss killer evenly over the grass. Scarify 
the lawn to remove dead grass and moss 
and reseed any bare patches or sprinkle a 
grass seed mix over it and hopefully this 
will re-invigorate your lawn.

Summer in Strathblane

Keith Hyam

Following the main event of the club’s 
year, the Annual Burns Supper, as 
reported in the previous edition of 

The Blane, we moved in the Spring into a 
relatively quiet period pending preparations 
commencing shortly for next year’s Supper 
on 28 January 2012. Please note this date 
for your social diary.

On 26 January the Club sponsored a 
visit by P6 pupils of Strathblane Primary 
School to the schools Celtic Connections 
performance in Glasgow Royal Concert 
Hall from which positive feedback was 
received from the school and continues 
our successful ongoing liaison. The next 
scheduled event involving the pupils is a 
visit to Alloway and the Burns Experience 
in June which is an ideal introduction for 
the youngsters to the life and works of the 
Bard.

On 15 April the club held its AGM in 
the Village Club followed by an enjoyable 
social evening in the Blane Valley Inn. 
At the meeting the Interim President 
and Secretary, Alan Morris summarised 
the year’s events and also referred to the 
£20,000 raised for local charities and 
worthwhile causes by the club since its 
inception in 1980. Our thanks go to Alan for 
taking on at short notice both the duties of 
the President and Secretary during the year 
due to changed personal circumstances 
and illness preventing the elected members 
continuing in post.

Office bearers for the coming year 
are: Keith Hyam as President, Moira 
Carter as Secretary and Alastair Smith 
as Treasurer. Committee Members are 
Ken Campbell, John Donohoe, George 
Eastcroft, Alan Morris, Elspeth Posnett 
and Alan Robertson. The Club has been 
well served by a number of lady members 
over the years but we now particularly 
welcome both Moira and Elspeth to the 
committee which to date has been an all 
male group. Finally on committee matters 
we thank Tom Craigie, who stepped down 
at the AGM, for all his work over the years.

Sadly, recent events have been 
overshadowed by the death in March of 
Gordon Posnett, a long standing member 
and office bearer of the club including the 
position of President. He was a tireless and 
enthusiastic member of the Club and will 
be missed by all of us. 

The Club remains open for new 
members as reported previously by the 

o u t g o i n g 
President and 
we are pleased 
to say that two 
were ‘recruited’ 
at the AGM. 
Anyone wishing 
to join or would 
like further 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
please contact 
me or any of 
the committee 
members listed 
above.

Blane Valley 
Burns Club
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Dr George Farrow

It’s time for us to return to the top of 
Dunglass and take up our geological 
contemplation once again! We are about 

to enter the realms of Climate Change.. ...Ice 
Ages.

One classic piece of geological evidence 
for a former Ice Age is right on our door-step: 
it’s Dunglass, which is a type of land-form 
called a “Crag & Tail”. The “Crag” formed 
when the tough basalt plug of Dunglass 
stuck up into the path of ice flowing towards 
it from the direction of Loch Lomond. On 
either side of the plug, the sedimentary rocks 
were softer and therefore much more easily 
ground down into a paste. This rock paste 
makes up the “Tail” that accumulated in 
the lee of the plug, so the tail points in the 
direction of ice flow. 

Look skywards, and imagine you’re 
there when the ice was at its thickest. You’d 
actually have to look through more than a 
thousand metres of  ice! This was a colossal 
ice sheet which extended way out into the 
North Sea (which wasn’t there, by the way) 
and butted up against ice from Scandinavia. 
To the south, it drew the line at reaching 
London and stopped just short! Massive – a 
bit like Greenland today.

Before	 starting	 your	 climb	 to	 the	 top	 of	
Dunglass	you	probably	walked	through	

the	old	 railway	cutting.	Did	you	notice	 the	
muddy	 bit	 –	 where	 the	 path’s	 just	 been	
tarmacked?	 The	 stuff	 on	 the	 sides	 of	 the	
cutting	is	not	solid	rock,	it’s	that	rock	paste	
we	 call	 boulder	 clay	 that	was	 originally	 at	
the	base	of	 the	ice	-	pulverized	rock	debris		
plastered	 onto	 the	 floor	 of	 the	 trough	 that	
the	 ice	 scoured	 out.	 The	 	 ice	 has	 travelled	
from	 the	 Highlands,	 and	 picked	 up	 some	
pretty	tough	rocks	like	schist	on	the	way,	so	
it’s	a	really	potent	abrasive!	It	cuts	not	only	
downwards	but	also	sideways	and	so	it	can	
erode	 much	 more	 effectively	 than	 a	 river.	
That’s	the	reason	behind	our	beautiful	broad	
Straths.	

This scouring by ice also explains how 
the Blane, for example, now flows back the 
way towards Loch Lomond instead of on into 
the North Sea. Ice gouged out the original 
river valley more deeply in the Killearn- 
Blanefield area than in the Campsie – 
Lennoxtown area (it was losing energy as it 
spread out). You can see from the maps in the 
previous issue that the same kind of glacial 
overdeepening must have happened to other 
rivers too.  

The landscape was repeatedly buried by 
ice over the past two million years, on at least 
four occasions. There’s trouble, though, in 
recognising this on land, simply because each 
Ice Age tends to scrape away the evidence 
of its predecessor! But the evidence of cores 
drilled into the present-day polar ice caps 
and into the bottom of the deep ocean are 
quite convincing about this. Ice Ages have 
alternated with periods even warmer than the 
present. Incredible as it sounds, midges have 
been found in the ice cores!! 

It was probably 135,000 years ago when 
the ice was at its thickest. So far as we can 
tell, it last left the Strathblane area about 
12,000 years ago. By this time the ice sheet 
covered a smaller area, and rocky uplands 
had begun to emerge, leaving the ice confined 
to the major valleys. We can get a fair idea of 

how much Strathblane 
was overdeepened  by 
the action of ice by 
looking for evidence 
of  faster and broader 
erosion than the river 
could produce before 
the ice came along. 
Campsie Glen is a 
good place to get a 
handle on this. 

Take the  Crow 
Road over from Fintry 
and stop in the carpark 
on the dramatic 
bend where there 
used to be a helpful 
sign saying “Toilets 
2 miles”. Did you 
notice that, until that 
point, your descent 
was fairly gradual. 
You’ve parked just  
about where the river 
valley was before the Ice 
Age. From there, clinging 
to the side of the valley, 
the road eventually reaches 
Lennoxtown, and you have 
just traversed the glacially-
overdeepened bit.

 En route the road passes 
a rock outcrop on your 
left where a dark, coarse-
grained igneous rock called 
“essexite” can be collected. 
It’s highly unusual and so 
distinctive that you could 
recognise it anywhere – and 
that includes recognizing it 
in the glacial Boulder Clay. 
But you’ll find it only to 
the east of Lennoxtown  - 
another tell-tale sign of the 
direction in which the ice 
was travelling. 

But the story is far 
from over... Watch the next 
edition for the story of our 
very own Lake Louise!

The	map	shows	part	of	an	illustration	by	the	late	Professor	
T	Neville	George.	 It	was	prepared	 for	 the	meeting	of	 the	
British	Association	for	the	Advancement	of	Science		which	
was	held	in	Glasgow	in	1958.	Notice	the	train	of	Essexite	
boulders	parallel	to	the	direction	of	ice	flow.

Strathblane in the Ice Age

Gordon Ash

The Trust has been very active over 
the last few months on a wide range 
of issues and projects on behalf of 

the community and our members. The 
Community Action Plan is to be presented 
to the Stirling Community Planning 
Partnership in July 2011. Greenheart’s 
playpark equipment and upgrade has 
proved very successful. Further fund 
raising avenues and apparatus ideas 
are being explored for a potential final 
development phase. The Carbon Neutral 
Group concluded their Energy Audit and 
Advice Project which had an access rate of 
some 300 houses and considerably raised 
awareness of energy saving measures.  
Renewables is a sensitive subject but in line 
with other villages in Stirlingshire research 
on potential windpower sites is ongoing 
with landowners (who have been assessing 
this matter in their own right since 2009) 
and specialist consultants. Property 
matters have focused on Browns’ proposed 

new supermarket 
and five flats plus a 
possible small private 
and rural housing 
development at  the 
southern end of the 
village. The Allotments Group were 
naturally disappointed that the site owner 
had to withdraw a suitable middle of the 
village site primarily due to letters from 
objectors. Undeterred the hunt is on for 
another 2-3 acre site. Ironically rumours,  
misconceptions, and the general debate 
surrounding the original plot of land has 
resulted in much more awareness about 
the project and a good deal of support for 
it.  Significant funding is on board and a 
development worker is to be recruited to help 
deliver the scheme and engage with several 
interested community groups and particular 
residents. Project teams have been set up 
to create an Interpretive Map/ Signage 
for specific paths and heritage walks in 
the village, and an On-Line Business 

Community Development Trust news

continued on next page
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The Taylors

The annual Rotary Classic Car tour is 
the first and usually the longest run 
of the year for our Citroen 2CV6 

Charleston, nicknamed ‘Moonbeam’, so 
this year with its renewed licence, MOT 
and a fresh coat of polish, we set off early 
on a sunny Sunday in April. The date 
coincided with the ‘National Drive-it Day’. 

On arrival at the Beech Tree, which was 
the starting venue, there was a wonderful 
buzz in the air as drivers checked their 
classic cars, studied the route plans and 
enjoyed their bacon rolls at the drivers’ 
briefing meeting. ‘Moonbeam’ looked 
resplendent amongst the MGs, Morgans, 
and Jags, etc., and being our 5th year, she 
receives regular appreciations, as other 
drivers admire her originality and fabulous 
condition. Many have fond memories of 
their or other 2CVs in years gone by and 
are always delighted to see a 2CV again.  
Our 1982 2CV6 Charleston has been in the 
family for 27 years 
and is in original 
unrestored condition, 
having only covered 
26,000 miles from 
new. 

The	 tour	
commenced	 at	

9.30am,	with	the	cars	
leaving	 in	 age	 order	
and	 we	 were	 soon	
on	 the	 way	 heading	
towards	 Balloch.	
Our	route	was	to	take	
us	via	Loch	Lomond,	
through	 Glen	 Fruin,	
west	 towards	 Gare	
Loch,	 where	 the	 MOD	 submarine	 base	
Faslane	is	situated,	then	on	towards	Loch	
Long,	 through	 Glen	 Douglas	 to	 Loch	
Lomond	and	up	the	famous	original	‘Rest	
and	 be	 Thankful’	 road	 towards	 Inverary	
Castle	 for	 a	 lunch-stop.	Then	up	 through	
Glen	 Orchy,	 back	 south	 via	 Crianlarich	
and	 Callander,	 ending	 at	 the	 impressive	

Culcreuch	 Castle	 in	 Fintry,	 for	 high	 tea	
and	prize-giving.

The weather looked promising, so we 
flipped back the roof, enjoyed some spring 
sunshine and wind in the hair motoring, as 
we relaxingly trundled along, letting an odd 
Morgan, Jaguar, etc passed.  ‘Moonbeam’ 
was running as well as ever, despite six 
months hibernation during an exceptionally 
cold winter.  We met up with many of the 
other cars as we joined a single track road 
in Glen Fruin, descending towards the 
Faslane Base. Barbed wire fences topped 
with CCTV reminded us of our national 
defence lurking amongst the Scottish glens. 
We concluded that the roads around the 
areas must be maintained to meet MOD 
standards, rather than the usual Scottish 
standard, as new tar abounds and potholes 
were suddenly a rare sight!  (Being in a 
Citroen 2CV, rather than a low slung sports 
car, the road surfaces were not too much 
concern.) We headed on around the top of 
Gare Loch and on to Loch Long, through 

Glen Douglas, 
where the scenery is 
stunning and catches 
our breath, as we 
are reminded what 
a beautiful country 
we live in. Just as we 
thought the scenery 
could not become 
more stunning, 
we arrived at the 
highlight of the tour, 
the original ‘Rest 
and be Thankful’ 
road, preserved by 
an association called 
‘Friends of the Rest’ 
and only opened 

for use by special permission.  We were 
required to travel up the ‘Rest’ one at a 
time, so we waited patiently in convoy 
and hoped that our 2CV coil would not 
overheat and let us down. It didn’t and soon 
we were off, bouncing up the ancient single 
track in full view of onlookers at the top, 
where a car park next to the modern main 
road gives a splendid view down the valley. 
It was a magic moment in the history of our 
2CV, as we changed down to first gear on 
the final bend and scrambled up to the top 
like a mountain goat. ‘Moonbeam’ seemed 
to relish the moment too and didn’t miss 
a beat, as we charged into the car park 
amongst the tourists and day trippers, 
feeling very pleased with ourselves.

After	 more	 pulling	 and	 pushing	 of	
the	 gear	 lever	 through	 the	 glens,	 we	

arrived	 at	 our	 lunch	 stop,	 the	 fabulous	
Inverary	Castle	 nestling	near	 the	 edge	of	
Loch	 Fyne.	 The	 tour	 had	 been	 allocated	
prime	 car	 parking	 on	 the	 gravel	 drive	 at	
the	 front	 of	 the	 castle,	 so	 we	 positioned	
‘Moonbeam’	 confidently	 in	 front	 of	 the	
main	 entrance	 between	 a	 Land	 Rover	
and	 a	 Porsche	 -	 for	 maximum	 ‘photo	
opportunities.	 As	 visitors	 walked	 around	
the	cars,	we	answered	questions	about	our	
car	and	heard	of	reminiscent	2CV	stories	-	
funny	how	everyone	seems	to	have	owned	
one	or	known	someone	who	did.		

Re-energised from lunch at the castle, 
we resumed the tour heading through Glen 

Orchy and east to join the main A82 full 
of motorbikers enjoying the fine weather 
and the usual traffic just trying to get to 
their destination, but getting stuck behind 
classics cars out for a tour! We let them 
all passed and continued to enjoy carefree 
driving, in a car which makes you smile 
and forget the stresses and strains of 
modern day driving. We travelled through 
the Strathyre Forest, towards the beautiful 
Trossachs area and through the town of 
Callander, packed with day- trippers, then 
to the end of our tour and a much deserved 
high tea at Culcruech Castle. We were not 
first to arrive, but certainly not last and 
‘Moonbeam’ had once again proved what 
a splendid car she is, especially having 
completed the 180 miles with a ¼ of fuel 
remaining in her little tank, (which only 
holds 4 gallons!).  

We parked in the grounds of the castle 
and gave her a well deserved rest, whilst we 
joined the other drivers for some splendid 
tea and prize-giving. The tour raised 
almost £8000 for two chosen charities 
(Strathcarron Hospice & Mary’s Meals). 
Everyone had enjoyed a fabulous day out 
in their cherished cars, amongst some of 
the best scenery in Scotland. Our 2CV got 
a mention at the prize-giving, in the best 
preserved category and as we headed home 
to return ‘Moonbeam’ to her cosy double 
garage, we reflected on a grand day out in 
a grand wee car.

The Strathendrick Rotary Classic Car tour in 
our 1982 Citroen 2CV6 Charleston

Robin	Taylor	on	the	original	‘Rest	and	be	
Thankful’	road.

‘Moonbeam’	at	Inveraray	Castle

Directory with an enhanced database of 
local businesses and practices. We have 
just become involved with Stirlingshire 
Development Trusts/Futures Network,  
South West Stirlingshire Paths Group 
and Rural South West Area Forum, and 
benefits will accrue over a period of time.  
The SCDT supported the Summer Musical 
Gig on Friday 3 June and the Summer Fair 
on Saturday 4 June. It is also supporting the 
Village Club Centenary with a muscial 
evening in September and a carol singing 
event in December. The Trust wishes to 
thank the local residents/organisations 
who kindly sponsored the 18 Flower Tubs 
on the main Glasgow Road (see photo 
page 15). The latest issue of the Trust 
Newsletter will be forwarded to members 
and community organisations at the end 
of May, posted on the website, and copies 
will be available in the Library, Browns 
and Premier Store. If you wish to contact 
us or apply for membership E-mail : cdt@
strathblanefield.org.uk

VISION AID OVERSEAS

100 million people in developing 
countries need spectacles to live an 

ordinary life

Do you have any old specs?

Why not donate them to Vision Aid 
and help someone to see again?

There is a box in the library where you 
can leave them or you can contact:

Lorna Craigie ( 770521
Many thanks to everyone who 

has already donated

continued from previous page
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Robert Davy

Those of you who attended  my talk on the old and new 
Museums of Transport at the meeting of the Heritage 
Society in January will recollect that the opening date for 

the Riverside Museum had not yet been announced. The date 
has now been set at Tuesday 21 June 2011 at 10.00am. Although 
the details of the exhibits are being kept under wraps to whet the 
appetites of visitors, I can confirm that a visit to Riverside will be a 
memorable experience not the least of which is the building itself. 
The floor space is almost identical to the old MOT but there will 
be 1000 more exhibits and the ever popular Kelvin St. has been 
replaced by three streets representing the periods  from 1890 to the 
1980s. Visitors will be able to enter some of the shops  including 
a Pawnbroker, a saddlery, a photographer, and an Italian  cafe 
(similar to those where many of us mis-spent our youth).  These 
shops have been built using the original fixtures and fittings.  

 The largest exhibit will be the South African locomotive 3007, 
weighing in at over 170 tons, which was one of many thousands of 
steam locomotives built in Glasgow. It has now been brought back 
to its home city and has been restored to the condition it was in 
during its working life.

The ship models from the Clyde Room at MOT have been 
cleaned and restored and will take pride of place on the  first floor 
of Riverside.

Audio-visual displays will play a large part in telling the stories 
of the exhibits with a re-enactment of a ship launch forming a 
stunning backdrop, recreating the enormity of the vessels built on 
the Clyde.

For those of you who prefer the spoken to the robotic voice, I 
and my fellow volunteer guides will be on duty to bring to life the 
heritage of the Scottish engineers and their innovative inventions 
and products which were supplied world wide.

At the old MOT over half a million visitors came each year. 
We are expecting between 800 thousand and 1 million visitors 

New Museum of Transport
POST SCRIPT  TO  TALK TO HERITAGE SOCIETY 
JANUARY  2011

Artist’s	impression	of	the	new	Riverside	Museum	of	Transport

in the first year at Riverside, so I would recommend attendance 
midweek if possible. There is a large car park, and shuttle buses 
will run from Partick station at 15 minute intervals, with river 
ferries also due to come into service later in the year.

Entry to Riverside Museum is free but there will be a small 
charge for boarding the Tall Ship Glenlee which is owned by the 
Clyde Maritime Trust and is now berthed alongside Riverside. A 
small ferry will connect Riverside to the Govan bank of the Clyde 
and it is possible that at some point the seaplane service will also 
operate from the site.

As a footnote, if you visit www.riversideappeal.org  you can 
still donate to the Museum Appeal Fund. For as little as £10 your 
name or that of any other member of your family can be added 
to a virtual website in perpetuity together with a picture of their 
favourite object  from the old Museum.

May I thank the Heritage Society on behalf of Riverside for 
the donation they made  to the fund following my January talk. I 
look forward to meeting you at Riverside.

Gordon was born on the 27th October 
1939, the only son of Bill and Nancy 
Posnett. He was educated at Glasgow 

Academy and Strathclyde University where 
he gained a BSc in Civil Engineering in 1963. 
He joined Crouch and Hogg, Consulting 
Engineers, and designed parts of the M8 
including a bridge at the St. James’ Interchange 
which earned him his Section C for his 
MICE. He then joined the civil engineering 
contracting company, Shanks and McEwan, 
and as Contracts Manager worked on various 
projects in Glasgow and then Elgin, travelling 
home every weekend.

Gordon then joined Strathclyde Structures 
as Construction Director responsible for 
building and civil engineering projects for a 
further 10 years. He worked for several companies during his 
working life including Trafalgar House when he was in charge 
of the off-shore piling for the £430 million ship lift package 
at Faslane. Following the completion of the ship lift, Gordon 
decided to take on the role heading up the contract to supply 
fresh water to the residents of Arran. He spent his weekdays in 
Arran but was pleased to see the ferry coming in on a Friday 
from his office at the end of the pier as this signified his return 
journey to Blanefield to the family.

He joined George Leslie’s of Barrhead in 2001 and worked 
there until he retired in 2006. Gordon thought he might work on, 
but the call of the golf course changed his mind!

While at University Gordon was a member of the University 
Sailing Club which was based on the Gareloch. One evening a 
fellow member, who was also a friend of Elspeth, held a party in 
Helensburgh. At the time, Elspeth had a boyfriend called Gordon 
who couldn’t attend the party, so when someone asked her where 
he was, out popped Gordon Posnett from the kitchen declaring 

“I am here!” As they say, the rest is history…   
They were married in St Brides Parish 

Church in Helensburgh in June 1966 and set 
up home in Bearsden. Karen Gaynor was born 
in 1968 and Cheryl in 1974. Shortly after, 
Gordon and Elspeth bought a piece of land in 
Blanefield, where Gordon designed and built 
the family home – but not without the help of 
many visitors who were asked to carry bricks 
up to the builders. Sam was born in 1978. 

Gordon was involved in numerous 
activities and clubs including Round Table, 
Curling, Golfing, 41 Club and the Blane Valley 
Burns Club of which he was both President 
and Secretary for a number of years. As a 
previous member of the Community Council, 
he fought hard for the introduction of mains 

gas to the village. When Elspeth was involved with Gifted, 
the girls used to find it hilarious that Dad would spend many 
a weekend, baking and icing delicious chocolate cakes for the 
coffee shop. They tasted amazing!

In his retirement, Gordon was in his element when friends 
contacted him in need of help with their computers. He enjoyed 
nothing more than taking computers to bits and rebuilding them 
to perform even faster.

He enjoyed watching his daughters grow up and was so 
proud to see all three successfully go through University. All 
of them settled not far from home, which meant that he could 
be involved in all their lives, from giving advice on house 
buying and DIY projects to the odd babysitting duty of his six 
Grandchildren.  

Gordon became ill last July and thankfully remained at 
home in the loving care of Elspeth and his family.  

He will be greatly missed by all his family and friends, all 
of whom are comforted to know that he is now at peace.

Gordon Posnett
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Mountain Rescue

Martin McCallum

The year has been very busy with 
rescues since the snow disappeared. 
No two rescues have been the same, 

with a wide variety of locations and 
incidents keeping things interesting for the 
team. We even had one period with four 
callouts in twelve days. 

One of the toughest incidents for the 
team was the rescue of two walkers lost 
late at night on Ben Lomond. The two 
gents involved had left Rowardennan 
car park late morning and walked up the 
normal ‘tourist’ path to the summit, getting 
there late afternoon. They had then decided 
to descend by the less well frequented 
Ptarmigan ridge which runs parallel to 
the normal route, but closer to the loch. As 
they descended they lost the path, which 
is quite faint in places, and the rapid onset 
of darkness further confused them. Added 
to this they began to get tired so decided 
to head straight downhill towards the 
loch. Unfortunately at this point the open 
hillside ends at a large deer fence and then 
a dense forest skirts the hillside for many 
miles north and south, it was here that one 
of the casualties ‘ran out of steam’. The 
callout came late for us, 11.15pm, a dozen 
or so of us made our way to Rowardennan 

and set off up the hill in several 
search groups, finding them a few 
hours later, exhausted but safe. 
It was obvious that the larger of 
the two missing men could not 
walk, he was also seventeen and 
a half stone and would have to be 
stretchered off. From the point they 
were at, any carry uphill would 
be absolutely exhausting for the 
team and take a long time as a lot 
of height would have to be gained, 
so we made the unusual decision 
to cross the deer fence and head 
directly downhill through the dense 
forest to where the West Highland 
Way runs along the lochside; this 

point can be accessed by four wheel drive 
vehicles. What followed was without doubt 
the most exhausting evacuation any of us 
have ever done and it was dawn before 
we reached the WHW. The 
waiting vehicles were a much 
appreciated sight! 

Other	 rescues	 have	 been	
less	 fatiguing,	 especially	

as	we	have	been	lucky	enough	
to	get	support	from	the	Royal	
Navy	 Sea	 King	 from	 HMS	
Gannet	 in	 Prestwick.	 They	
have	 assisted	 recently	 in	
pick	 ups	 from	 Ben	 Lomond,	
The	Whangie	 and	 even	Loch	
Ardinning!	 In	 addition	 we	
also	 used	 one	 of	 the	 ribs	 on	
Loch	 Katrine	 to	 evacuate	
two	walkers	who	had	tried	to	
walk	 from	 Stronachlachar	 to	
the	Loch	Katrine	car	park	via	
the	southern	bank	of	the	loch.	
Unfortunately	 no	 continuous	
path	exists	and	they	were	forced	uphill	onto	
the	 slopes	 of	Ben	Venue	which	 are	 quite	
treacherous	at	the	eastern	end	of	the	loch.	
The	 two	men	 became	 benighted	 and	 one	

stumbled	and	hurt	his	ankle	with	the	result	
that	 they	 could	 not	 continue.	 We	 found	
them	on	a	dark	Saturday	night,	down	close	
to	the	lochside	and	were	fortunate	enough	
to	get	them	and	the	rescue	team	out	by	rib.	

With	so	many	rescues	at	night	we	are	
beginning	to	see	more	people	with	a	

light	source	with	 them,	sometimes	 this	 is	
only	a	mobile	phone	screen	but	we	can	spot	
that	 point	 of	 light	 from	 a	 long	 distance.	
This	certainly	helps	us	a	lot	in	reducing	the	
time	taken	to	find	folk.	However,	it	would	
help	 if	 more	 hillgoers	 could	 take	 a	 little	
more	time	with	torch	selection	and	carry	a	
spare	set	of	batteries	as	they	could	be	out	
there	a	long	time	and	the	cold	will	reduce	
battery	time	considerably.

Top Tip:
If you are going out in the hills make 

sure you have a torch and spare batteries, 
even if its mid-summer. Lightweight 
torches can be bought and they weigh less 
than 30g (1 oz).

In the last issue, Bob Sharp wrote about 
the appalling state of the section of the 
WHW between Easter Carbeth and 

Dumgoyach Farm. Richard Barron from 
Stirling responded to Bob on the issues 
raised and below are some extracts: 

Bad state of part of the path
We have managed to get everything 

together including some funding from the 
West Highland Way Management Group 
and work will be starting here in the next 
few weeks. We don’t have enough to repair 
the whole section, but I am hopeful that we 
can deal with the worst bits. Work will start 
at Dumgoyach Farm and work up the moor 
from there.

Rubbish
Litter can be a problem all over and it 

is one that is hard to sort. We are currently 
starting to work with the police on wild 
camping, littering raves and other anti-
social behaviour and are looking at making 
more use of the criminal justice folk. It may 
be that they could do bits of the WHW.

Presence of human excrement
My litter answer partly covers this. 

The WHW companion and website covers 
toilets in the countryside and refers to the 
MCofS ‘Where to go in the Outdoors’ 
leaflet. I wasn’t aware that this was a 
problem on our part of the way. I will ask 
Penny to raise this at the next management 
group to see what the problem is like 
higher up the Way and what the view is on 
designing some suitable signage.

Volunteers to maintain sections
We had volunteers ready, insurance 

cover sorted, tools priced and sourced, 
but we have been prevented from taking 
the whole concept any further by Senior 
Management. However, we have told 
others about our plans and this includes 
the National Park and WHW Management 
Group who would like to see volunteers 
along the whole length of the route. 

We are now looking to work with 
community path groups to empower them 
to look after their own paths. 

The	 Royal	 Navy	 Sea	 King	 from	 HMS	 Gannet	 in	
Prestwick.

Jude Gregor

The Community Development Trust is 
in the process of producing a leaflet 
outlining the paths in the local area 

for walkers / cyclists / joggers. The paths we 
currently intend including are:

•	 Loch	Ardinning
•	 The	Cycle	track	to	Lennoxtown
•	 The	West	Highland	Way	to	Killearn	and	

back	along	the	Water	Track
•	 The	Water	 Track	 to	 the	 Distillery	 and	

Dumgoyne
•	 Boards	 Farm	 Track,	 across	 Dumbrock	

Moor	and	to	Mugdock	–	various	routes
•	 Craigallion	and	Carbeth
•	 Boards	 Farm,	 Braehead	 track	 and	 the	

Cuilt	Brae	to	Blanefield
•	 Ballagan	Spout
•	 A	historical	walk	in	the	village

We have two requests for local people: 
we are very keen to make sure we include all 
relevant paths etc. If anyone has a favourite 
walk or path, would like to make some 
suggestions, or is interested in being included 
in the preparations for this leaflet we’d love to 
hear from you. Could you either ring me on 
770755 or email allgregors@aol.com.

We will need volunteers to ‘test’ the paths 
and descriptions before the leaflet goes to 
press, possible more than once for each walk.  

At the moment we hope we’ll be at this stage 
by early autumn, so if anyone would be happy 
to don their boots, try to follow our routes 
and then give us feedback please get in touch. 
Unfortunately no guarantees re lack of mud 
etc – after all, look at what May’s been like!  
We can always hope the end of summer will 
be better………

Interpretative Paths/Tracks Leaflet

WHW ramblings 
continued
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Mione Morrison

Spring has well and truly sprung and 
we have been enjoying a wonderful 
spell of weather.  The animals are also 

enjoying the sunshine but the grass is slow 
in growing.

Rescues recently have consisted of 
three lovely guinea pigs – Alder, Bramble 
and Blackberry together with a couple 
of rabbits, Celandine and Buttercup and 
another dog – Ty who has gone to live with 
a volunteer. She was an unwanted mongrel 
and was going to be put to sleep as the 
previous owners could not be bothered 
with her. No comment!

Fundraising venues have been worked 
out for the rest of the year and there are 
very few week-ends with nothing on.  We 
will be at the Drymen Show, Callender 
Highland Games, Doune and Dunblane 
Show, Fintry Fling, Kippen Street Fayre, 
Gargunnock Show as well as being at 
local Dobbies throughout the year.  Please 
come and say hello and meet some of the 
animals. I am happy to do community talks 
to organisations within this area – be they 
youth groups or adult meetings. Several of 
the animals can be in attendance and there 
is a slide show of those animals too big to 
attend. Please contact me if your group is 
interested.

We have had a lot of expense recently 
with vet bills but as we are a welfare 
centre the animal’s welfare always comes 
first. We had a very sorry time with 
our beautiful chinchillas. After 3 post 
mortems, numerous tests and biopsies we 
are still no wiser as to why 10 of them died 
within a month. The usual answers to the 
unknown are “a virus”. It was a very sad 
and upsetting time. Hopefully now the 
“virus” has burnt itself out and we will lose 
no more chinchillas.

Orion, one of the tortoises rescued last 
summer, became ill and is still quite poorly.  
Due to being fed incorrectly when very 
young he has grown too quickly resulting 
in an uneven shell and, which is worse, a 
liver with excess fat.  Reptiles are very slow 
at showing any symptoms and equally slow 
in recovering. He is now not able to eat 
properly and I am feeding him via a tube 
inserted in his neck and into his stomach. I 
hope with excellent care and support from 
the team of “exotic” vets at Edinburgh Vet 
School he will make a good recovery and 
be able to lead a happy life. Obviously vet 
visits cost a lot of money. Please consider 
sponsoring one of our animals to help pay 
for costs like these. Thank you.

Muffin our newest donkey has had an 
operation to remove a sarcoid (a warty 
growth) but this is not yet healed enough to 

allow him to go outside as flies could cause 
a problem with the wound. Rather than 
leave him on his own, all the donkeys are 
still inside.  With any luck they will all go 
out within a week or two.

We have a new mobile field shelter for 
the girl donkeys which Gavin and I erected 
recently. It will be invaluable, whatever the 
weather, allowing them protection from 
rain, wind or flies. The big horses – Sonny, 
Gwerthfawr, Meredin and Tonto crossed 
the Blane to their summer grazing this 
week. A big thank you to all the volunteers 
who undertook this task in the rain.

Animals are going over to Briarlands in 
dribs and drabs this year due to Briarlands 
opening early for the whole of April (which 
is earlier than usual), as the children were 
on holiday so much at this time. There are 
now four rabbits, four guinea pigs and at 
present three mini Shetland Ponies. Two 
standard Shetland Ponies and two donkeys 
will replace the minis to allow us to do 
pony rides and raise much needed funds. If 
you have not taken the kids there yet, it is a 
lovely day out for them and you can sit, relax 
with a cuppa and watch them have a ball! 
You could meet some of the animals too.

We still have not found new premises 
but please remember that we have over 
150 animals that need looking after and 
reliable volunteers and donations are 
always needed to help us in our work.

Please contact me if your group is 
interested in a talk on 07748 351287.

News from Glendrick Roost

q The moving bus stop
The bus stop at the top of the hair pin 

bend was moved by SC to be opposite the 
bus shelter. However, after representations 
from regular bus passengers and a further site 
meeting in April, the location was reviewed 
and the current location agreed as the best 
possible compromise to accommodate 
all users’ needs. SC is now considering 
resurfacing the section of 
footway between Milndavie 
Road and the bus stop.

q NHS Forth Valley 
hospital services 

The final phase of the 
programme to re-locate 
services from Stirling Royal 
Infirmary to the new Forth 
Valley Royal Hospital at 
Larbert is now under way. 
Once this is completed 
(mid July) Stirling Royal Infirmary will 
be developed as a community hospital.  It 
will provide a wide range of inpatient and 
outpatient services, including a minor injuries 
unit, outpatient clinics, pre and post natal 
maternity care, GP out-of-hours services and 
X-ray facilities.

q Caring for the burn
Please do not put garden rubbish in the 

burn, or on the banks of the burn where it 
could get washed away during heavy rainfall. 
Not only does the rubbish have the potential 
to cause flooding and erosion of the banking 
further down stream, but it also has a harmful 
effect on the fish and plant life.  Care should 
also be taken not to light fires near the 
gabions (wire baskets of stones that support 
the banking) as this makes them brittle, 
causing them to break up.

q Pavement issues
There are a number of circumstances 

that cause particular problem for users of 
wheelchairs, invalid scooters, prams and 
buggies. Dog poo – not much fun if it gets on 
the wheels of wheelchairs 
etc; overgrown hedges; 
badly placed rubbish 
bins; vehicles parked too 
far onto the pavement; 
parking across dropped 
kerbs. One place that can 
be a particular problem 
is the entrance to the 
library path where cars 
frequently block the 
access to the dropped kerb. 

q Village Club loses flower bed
Stirling Council has grassed over the 

flower bed at the front of the Village Club 
on grounds of health and safety, to protect 
their workforce from danger from the fast 
moving traffic on the A81. Unfortunately 
no advance notice was given, so the 

community was not given the opportunity 
to consider other arrangements. However 
the Council has offered to provide planters 
and hanging baskets for use in other areas 
of the village. 

Before	and	after	views	of	the	frontage	of	
the	Village	Club

q Campsie Fells map
A great map of the Campsie Fells has been 

recently produced jointly by local councils 
(East Dunbartonshire, North Lanarkshire, 
Falkirk and Stirling) and LEADER. It 
also provides background history, access 
information, and notes on the main features. 
Copies can be obtained from the library. 

q Road works	 -	 Resurfacing	 work	 is	
scheduled	for	a)	the	stretch	of	Old	Mugdock	
Rd	 between	 the	 junction	 with	 Dumbrock	
Road	 and	Milndavie	 Rd,	 b)	 on	 the	 A81	 at	
the	 bad	 bends	 at	 Duntreath	 Estate,	 c)	 the	
footpath	in	Kirkhouse	Avenue.	Works	should	
be	completed	by	March	2011.

q Flying Fox
Some people have experienced difficulty 

pulling the  seat back to the platform. This 
is because there is a brake on the top and 
to release it you have to pull the seat down 
sharply. 

q For sale signs
Spring has sprung and with it a spate of 

illegal For Sale signs; that is ones that are 
not in grounds of the 
property concerned. 
Not only are these 
unsightly but they can 
also be dangerous if 
they are beside the 
road where they may 
distract the attention 
of drivers. To get 
them removed contact 
the enforcement 
officer, Lynne Currie 
on 01786 442813 
or email: curriel@
stirling.gov.uk. 

This ’n’ that...
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Dear Neighbours,

Stuart Thom has been janitor at Strathblane Primary School for 30 
years. He will retire from his post at the end of June 2011. We’ve arranged 
to give him a special presentation as part of our leavers’ assembly, on 
Thursday 23rd June at 1.30pm, to celebrate his commitment and service 
to this school community.

Any anecdotes, stories, photos or any other contributions about Mr 
Thom will be gratefully received to help us put together a “This is Your 
Life at Strathblane Primary School”.

If you would like to contribute any money towards a gift for Mr 
Thom from the school community please send in/hand in the money in 
an envelope with “Mr Thom’s Gift” clearly marked on the envelope. The 
office will be open from 9.00am till 5.00pm.

Thank you.

Sandra Logan
Headteacher		

Emily Corrigan

On Monday 28th 
March Primary 
3 went out litter 

picking out in the village. 
Primary 3 had to wear bibs 
so people could see them, 
they said Keep Scotland 
Tidy. Primary 3 had to go in 
partners. First they went to 
Dumbrock Road and found 
lots of bottles, cans, paper, 
plastic cups and sweetie 
wrappers. In the pairs they 
took turns to have the litter 
picker and bin bags. Next 
they went past the shop 
and up Milndavie Crescent 
and picked litter there. 
Finally they walked back 
to the school and had some 
caramel shortbread from Greggs and juice. Primary 3 felt good and bad. The bad thing 
was there was lots of litter and the good thing was they picked it up.

Isla	 Britton	 and	 Emily	 Corrigan	 taking	 part	 in	 the	 litter	
pick	that	was	carried	out	by	the	school	as	part	of		National	
Spring	Clean	Week

Katie Fabel

On Monday 28th of March P3 went litter 
picking. They had to wear stand out yellow 
vests. They also got special litter picks that 
looked like fish with teeth! They picked 
partners. Soon they were off. First P3 went 
up Dumbrock Crescent and picked up a lot 
of litter. Most of it was stuck in hedges. 
Then the class went up a few more roads and 
crescents and reached Browns. Surprisingly 
they saw Gregor’s cat Maisy.  They found 
cigarettes, reflectors, packets, wrappers, 
cardboard boxes, bottle tops, money, paper 
and cans.  They filled up 3 bags. Finally they 
walked back to school and had a caramel 
shortcake and juice.  Yum! Yum!  They felt 
shocked with all the litter. 

Jennifer Cruickshanks P7

I am going to tell you about my trip I 
took to Glencoe Outdoor Centre with 
the rest of my class. I will tell you about 

the fist day.
When we arrived we were allocated our 

rooms, all the girls in the class got to share 
a room because there were only seven of 
us. We each had to share a bunk bed to 
sleep in. After we were unpacked we were 
separated into three groups – group one, 
two and three – and then we were told our 
first activity. Our group was group one and 
our first activity was ‘How do you do that?’ 
This was a group of challenges that you 
had to work together as a team to solve. I 
think our group was quite good.

After this we went in and tidied our 
rooms for the inspection then we had free 
time, which was a time where we could do 
what we wanted around the grounds. After 
that it was dinner, which was really tasty 
then we had to clear up the plates. Shortly 
after dinner rooms were inspected and 
the tidiest room got to go down for tuck 
shop first. Then it was the evening activity 
which was circus skills. That was really 
fun. I found the stilts particularly difficult 
because I could never keep my balance. I 
liked the little bike it was so fun.  Lights 
out was half ten. 

  While we were there we got taught 
many different skills one of which was 
orienteering, that was a challenge because 
we had to look on a map and find the right 
points to go to. There were lots of different 
activities such as: archery, rock climbing, 
bouldering and the forest walk but my 
favourite would have to be the skiing. 

Wednesday was the day we went skiing 
and we were away all day so we had to 
bring a packed lunch. It took us an hour 
to get there and when we got there we got 
geared up. We went up in cable cars and 
when we got to the top we put our packed 
lunches inside. We went out onto the ski 
slope and got a quick lesson on how to ski, 
then we skied down the slope. I found it 
quite scary but it was still fun. We then had 
lunch and went back out. After about two 
hours we went home back to the centre.

I really enjoyed visiting the Glencoe 

Outdoor Centre and when I go to Balfron 
High school I can only hope the residential 
will be just as good as this one.

See	also	article	and	photograph	on	page	14.

The Great 
Litter Pick

My Experience 
at Glencoe

Abbeyfield House
16 Grange Road

Bearsden

Supported accommodation 
for the elderly

2 vacant rooms for residents
1 room available for respite care

For details contact Dr Fyfe 
( 0141 942 2166

Above:	 Jennifer	 Cruikshanks	 walks	 on	
stilts	 while	 Innes	 Sherwood	 Thompson	
spins	 a	 plate,	 practicing	 circus	 skills;	
above	 right:	 Charlie	 McCarron	 learns	
archery	skills.
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Lynne James

RECENTLY,	thanks	to	the	efforts	of	Jenny	
Oswald,	 the	 library	 played	 host	 to	 an	
evening	with	a	remarkable	woman,	Anne	
Watts.	 All	 those	 of	 us	 who	were	 present	
at	 the	 talk	were	moved	 and	 inspired	 and	
humbled	 by	 the	 life	 story	 that	 Anne	
presented.

Anne Watts (see photo front left) was a 
“Save The Children” nurse in Vietnam, in 
Cambodia, well Thailand more accurately, 
dealing with the flood of refugees pouring 
over the border from Pol Pot’s demoralised 
country, in the Lebanon and, fascinatingly, 

with the Inuit in 
Canada.

It seems trite 
to write that 
“we laughed and 
cried”, but, in 
fact, that is what 
many of us did! 
Anne’s stories 
mirrored all that 
is best and worst 
in our fellow men 
and by the end 
of the evening it 
was easy to see 
just how much 
Anne had touched all present as donations 
flooded in for her very special charity; 
funding for the project of a former child 
refugee from Cambodia who now reports 
to the U.N. on human trafficking

While many copies of her book were 
purchased on the night, the library still 
has copies to lend which come highly 
recommended!

Our	Bookbug	Sessions	 are	 growing	 in	
popularity	 and	 are	 much	 enjoyed	 by	

...ME!	To	celebrate	the	very	first	National	
Bookbug	Day	we	held	a	wee	picnic	indoors	
to	celebrate	the	“Great	Outdoors”	and	sang	
“minibeast”	 rhymes	 and	 made	 Bookbug	
bug	 bands	 (you	 try	 saying	 that	 several	
times!)	 If	 you	 have	 a	 child	 of	 pre-school	
age	 to	 consider	 coming	 along,	 it	 really	

is	 proven	 to	 have	 a	 great	 effect	 on	 child	
development...	 and	 you	 get	 coffee	 and	 a	
biscuit	as	well!	

We have just finished our first series of 
“1st Click” classes for absolute beginners 
on the computer and our students were just 
great! We are planning the next four week 
session and can take a list of names to join 
a waiting list for any more that Isobel and I 
will be running later in the year.

Available now through the library, are 
distance learning packages from Learn@ 
the Library. For details of courses and 
costs come down and ask Isobel or myself. 
It may be that you will find a course you 
would consider in the Autumn?

While the Book Club is about to shut 
down for Summer, why not put a couple 
of dates in your diary for August and 
September? The new Book Club session 
will begin on August 16th and we will 
be holding a special crime author event 
on Tuesday 13 September to tie in with 
Stirling’s ever growing Book Festival.

COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS

Blanefield Ward
Willie	Oswald		 	 770497
Margaret	Vass	 	 770131
Fiona	Murray		 	 771497

Strathblane Ward 
Elspeth	Posnett	 	 770113
Alan	Hutton		 	 770537
Marion	Lever	 	 770536

Mugdock Ward 
Philip	Graves	 				0141 956 1954
Dick	Arnold		 	 770006
John	Gray	 	 771031

Youth representatives
Bruce	Taylor  770660
Ailsa	Lyndsay  770680

cc@strathblanefield.org.uk

Doctors Surgeries
Strathblane  770340
Killearn   550339
(prescription line)  550095

Police   770224
Crimestoppers    0800 555111
Post Office  770291
Pharmacy  770731
Primary School  770608
Royal Bank  770610
Library   770737

Bookings
Edmonstone Hall  770555
VillageClub  770113
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We	wish	to	reflect	the	views	and	opinions	
of	the	whole	community	without	including	
anything	 that	 would	 offend	 anyone.	 We	
would	emphasise	that	the	views	expressed	
in	 the	Blane	 are	 not	 necessarily	 those	 of	
the	editor	and	he	retains	the	right	to	have	
the	final	say	on	any	articles	included.

Disclaimer
While	 we	 do	 our	 best	 not	 to	 accept	
advertisements	 from	 irresponsible	
companies	or	 individuals,	we	do	not	 take	
responsibility	 for	 those	 that	 appear	 in	
the	 newsletter	 and	 expect	 our	 readers	 to	
exercise	 due	 care	 when	 choosing	 to	 use	
one	of	the	services	found	on	these	pages.

Alastair Smith 770120
smith@blanefield.freeserve.co.uk

Patsy Fischbacher    770716
patsy.fischbacher@virgin.net

BLANE TEAM

Morag Roy 770863
roymorag6@yahoo.co.uk

Murray O’Donnell   770748
murray.odonnell@btinternet.com

T R Electrical Services
Tommy Reynolds

Electrical & Air 
Conditioning Installations


mob: 07988639981
 0141 956 6909

tomm.reynolds@virgin.net

Beading Mad 
Jewellery Parties

Design & make earrings, 
necklaces, bracelets

Ideal for all ages
******

Ruth Reynolds
 0141 956 6909

mob: 07770596297

Stewart Reid
Plumbing Services
All Domestic Plumbing 

and Electrical Work
No job too big or too small

mob: 07590 843607
 01360 771139

sreidplumbing@hotmail.com

CATHERINE SMITH & CO
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Tax Returns
Bookkeeping

Small business tax 
& accounts

Ad-hoc advice

Catherine Smith ACA, CTA
 01360 770989

Catherine@catherine-smith.co.uk

8.15pm 
Village Club

Plumbing &
Heating Ltd

Tax & Accounting Services
Baxter

For all the accounting
 & tax needs of you 
and your business 

11, Milngavie Road, Strathblane
enquiries@baxtertax.co.uk

 01360 770320
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Enjoy the special  experience of cruising
Loch Katrine - the beautiful heart of
The Trossachs. Now with special savings
your favourite Loch Katrine experience
is even better value!

•Family Cycle Hire•Shopping in Katrine Gifts•Snacks and meals in Katrine Café

Information & Reservations 01877 332000
www.lochkatrine.com

20% DISCOUNT ON YOUR NEXT CRUISE
Present this voucher at Loch Katrine to receive 20% discount on all

standard cruise fares. Choose from sailings on the steamship
Sir Walter Scott or the cruiser Lady of the Lake.

VALID UNTIL 31st OCTOBER 2011.
NOT VALID IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY BLN

Special savings for  to enjoy!

Smithy Gallery’s annual Summer Exhibition 
opened on 5 June and runs until 24 July.  
Landscape, still life and figurative 

paintings  by twenty Scottish painters, from 
the well-known to upcoming younger artists. 
Also ceramics, jewellery, prints and cards. 
Natalie welcomes everyone to drop in to the 
Smithy anytime and enjoy the show!
Open:	Tuesday	to	Saturday	11am	to	5pm	&	

Sunday	1pm	to	5pm.
74	Glasgow	Road,	Blanefield		

( 770551	 
www.smithygallery.co.uk

The Steamship Sir Walter Scott’s place as one of the 
UK’s most historically important vessels was marked 
recently by the raising of a new ensign bearing the 

mark of National Historic Ships’ Historic Fleet.
 Launched in 1899, the Sir Walter Scott has been sailing 

Loch Katrine for over 100 years, taking countless visitors 
and tourists over the tranquil waters of one of Scotland’s 
most breathtaking inland lochs. Today, it is believed to 
be Scotland’s oldest passenger steamship still operating a 
regular service, with daily sailings available from Trossachs 
Pier near Callander from April to October.

 The ship itself was constructed by Dumbarton 
shipbuilders William Denny who built what was then a 
state-of-the-art passenger steamer powered by cutting edge 
triple expansion steam engine by Paul & Co of Dumbarton.

Steamship Sir Walter Scott joins 
‘Historic Fleet’

Still	life	at	Netherblane.	This	photograph	of	a	heron	
was	taken	by	Cliff	Murray	from	his	balcony.

The	 Spring	
Fayre	 in	 May	
had	 plenty	 of	
plants	 for	 sale.	
Here,	 Wilma	
H u b b a r d	
and	 Heather	
Malcolm	 are	
buying	 plants	
from	 Marion	
Tyson	 on	 the	
Gardening	Club	
stall.

The	Smithy	Gallery	interior


